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Sr, Odathews Goſpel, 
"Ci HAP, X1 0 Ts. 


$ cal, 


TLIC. Thai you for the 
—_ pains y oft have taken 
WT 11 Facilitating to my 
WW Underftan ng the 
® {cope attd pitpoſe of 
the X I. 'of St. \'atthee : If 1 
might riot be ro etoubleſome ro 
you, 1 would alle 9d deſire * you to 
take the like pains with mein the 
Tweltths ' 


0 3 Maſter. | 


go "# F W 4 Paraphraſe 00 

Maſter, 1fhall, with all my 
heart,provided that you will make 
your Obje&ions, as ' they riſe 
within you ; for peradventure, 
I may think you underſtand that 
which you do not, andnotunder- 
Rand that which you do, and ſo 

loſe my Labour: 
Scholar. I ſhall obey you readi- | 
ly, and therefore to begin with 
the beginning of the Chapter ; 1 
pray, Sir,how is it ſaid, 1. that, 
At that time, Jeſus went through the 
/ Corn, with' bis Diſciples?* when in 
_ the very-next Chapter before, it 
is ſaid, - That he ſent! all big Diſciples 
away from him. + | 
, Maſter. By thele Words, at that 
ime, 1s not meant the very.next | 
© kmmediate; Inftant of, time, to | 
that, when he ſpake the laſt words 
going before ; but ſuch a conve- | 
, nient | 


-» 


St. Matthews Goſpel. * © 9 
nient” portion of time, wherein 
the twelve Diſciples might have 
gone about tho e parts, where- 
unto they wete ſent, and returned 
back: again : ''So St. Matthew, ha- 
ving ſpoken newly of Chriſts 
dwelling in Nazareth, when he 
was a Child of about two ye T\ 
old, immediately {nubjoyns ., In 
thoſe days came Fobn the Baptiſt, as {Meth q- 
if Johnhad come within ſome few 
days after his coming into Naza- 
reth, when we know there paſſed — | 
eight and twenty_years between. mall, 
© Scholar. I believeit as you lay, 
and therefore ſhall paſs to thar 

| which doth more trouble me, and 

that is, Whar that was, which the 
Diſciples did, which was Not lawful 
on the Sabbath day. " 

_ Maſter. How come you to be 
troubled at. that ? Ts it not ſaid in 
od G 4 plain 


” F 


" 92 © A Pargphraſe in 
plain Terms, theypluckes, 
*- Con;&@did eat them.Why ould nor | 
you think that this was.cheir fault? 
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St. Matthew's Goſpel, 93 
oneas.mugh & ps1far a5ghe onher.. 
Secondly, It. is txup , hae pheir, 
plucking the Ears of Corn might 
ave been their fault, bur Yet me- 
thinks it ſhopld nor, in, ws the 
Law js ſ@.clegr,in the 23; 
When thay comeſt into the ſtanding 
of thy Neighbqur, then thou ma Fe 
the Ears with thine hand, but t may hk 
not move 4d ickle unto thy ra 
ſanding ©: - And, cruly why that, 
which js {« prints law! il *. anar 
Shs 


ther time, viul 
the Sabbach.(bs ' TrOM. 


being. any, kind howa ar ſer- 
vile work). I cannot imagine, :: 
z[Ir's rruexchar they did ear them, 
and I cannat ſee what faylr there 
isin that, upleſs you can ſhew me. 
Myji. And peradvenzuye I ſhall 
ſhew you more in that than you 
thought on.. Ir is true that the ge- 
'neral 


94 A Paraphraſe on 
neral conſent of Expolitors runs 
/on their plucking theEars upon the 

* Sabbath-Day, as being the thing 
 f condemned by the Phariſees for 
- an unlawful thing : Burt I think 
they would be much troubled to 
prove it. The cuſtom and manner 
of the Jews, (eſpecially 'ſince. the 
times of the Macchabees) being to 
" allow As of greater labour and 
pain than the fucking of an Far, 
namely, waging War againſt their 
-/ Enemies, the Travelling of Car- 
/ ryers and Merchants, -with ſuch o- 
 thers, even on the Sabbath-Day. I 
ſhould rather encline to think, that 
,theit Fault was Eating ; eſpecial- 
| tyif that be true, which the very 
Heathen Poets tax and ſcoff them 
fo with, namely , their Sabbath- 
m4 For if all things be well con- 
* Hiflered, I believe there will more 


be 
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' St.Matthews Goſpel, 9g 
beſaid for this, than for the other 
Crime. And: if a man will-go no 
further than that Anſwer which 
our Saviour makes for them, he 
he ſhall find: ground enough to be 
of this opinion.: -For, if the 'pre-, 
tended fault had been working oy... 
labouring , our . Saviour Chriſt 
might have eaſily laid his Anſwer 

n Joſhua, or upon many.others,...... 


did greater. work than this up- 


be doth upon Dayid, and upon his \ 
Earing that wiuch 
He: ſeemes'to.A 
ful Eating with another,when Ne- 
ceſſity was a {ufficient diſpenſation 
for both. I doinot oblige you to 
believethis asa poſitive "Truth, bur 
only-rell you that as much may 
he ſaid for the one as the other; bur 
if you wouldbe ſure to know whar 

S + 


] 
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their fault was, you had beſt.put 
them both together and you will 


not miſs. . 


Scholar, I thank. you for' this 
Light, I wiſh you-could give me ._ 


as good in my next. Objection. 
Maſter. I ſhall do my beſt , 
what is that I pray '> 
Scholar. Our ' Saviour ſaid, in 
the .third Verſe of. this: Chap. - bm 


David idid eat of the $ wel, ant . 
AP that were with bim ; and the Ho- 
*ly ' Gho! 


"Gi. San. 21, 7 
hed: this Hiſtory IS" TECOT 
That there was no; hind; 
for it. is. (aid-there, :that dhinzlech 


the Prieft was afraid at the meeting of 


David, and aid unto bim, Why ard 


Thou alone, and why.is no. " man with © 


bee 2: Slow ſhall I reconcile” this 
Contradiction to my Think- 

ng : 
HM er: 


—_— Goſpel, 97 
-/The:' "truth is; + The 
Words a%'2 "our: Saviour "in St. 
Matthew, It tos plain and & 
videnty/ thats to- admir of any 
4 Conſtruction, but that there 

- werte-ſome other men with-Pavid ; 

| ahi if they: could admit of: it, 
yet ky Mark would put all out of 
zubt, tor Hefanth exprefly, that, 
David, did oat the Shew-Bread, and 
A it #0. them.” that © oY, wh Wow, 
Mar KR. (242 + therefore; 
when. t@ Priell: cok, that: there” 
was -no-- man; with: himiin Sainuel, 
It is beſt to underſtand thay [of ns 


ol 


- 


rure, David: might: have- cauſed 
heck to withdraw: forcheprefent; 
cilk. he - hadi got! relief [fro the- 
Prieft;. both for himſelf and them. 
And this, -I conceive the beſty 
SE Qtion. unto that donbe:- i 
| ” Scholl! | 


98 A Paraphraſe on 
Scholar. T think it not improba- 

ble; but before I leave this tory 
of David, I pray, tell me how it 
comes to paſs,that ourSaviourſaith, - | 
David entred Ito the Flouſe of God, Fe, 
 inv.4. ofthis Chap:whenas yetthe. | 
Hole of God was not built, (3. e.). 
when, as yet there was no Temple.” 
Faſter. It was well: Objeted,. 

and the Anſwer to be given is this: 
That our Saviour calls that place 


became the. proper appellari 

the Temple. ohm: 
' Scholar. ;It is very _ Now. : 

if you pleaſe, letus paſs from this - 

Anſwer concerning, David, to that : 


. C 3 


concerning the Prigysn the =< FT 
”” where Chriſt, ſaith, I hat the Prieſts | 
on the Sabbath-Day, prophane the Sab- 
bath, and are blame 7 : What doth * | 


he mean by that? = — Maſter. 
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| Maſter. In thoſe words, our Sa- 
viour uſcth another Argument, in 
behalf of his Diſciples ; which they- 
call. an Argument from the leſs to\ 
the greater, to juſtify their Pluck- \ 
| ing and their Eating on the Sab- 
 bath-Day. Amongſt the Jews, the 
Law of the Sabbath was ever {o 
ro be interpreted, as that it hin- 
dred not = Works of the"Tein- 
ple ; and therefore it was a kind 0 
| Rule in the Jewiſh Law, that 
he Temple there was no Sabbath... 
From this fl rpoyron a_y w 


is In brief _— "The ; Priefts, _ 
by their works in the Ten * 


on the Sabbath, Were nott on 
co 


bo 


| _ TY , Patihraſt on” 


ts-pt6phane' the Sabbath ;. and 
therefore; there ills reaſon chir 


my Diſviptes; who ateProphets, 
Gl berhoupht-ro/ prophatie it, 
ml dvih&-of that' which' is a leſs- 
work crrhebes; — gp is/ 
tHe&/S00Pe Is wilt a 

pearby err AG its 
= faith;- Thats ; in: this -plact; there is: 


Oat-greathy 1 thai the Temple; inthe” 
| eſe; Boe, the with: 18; EVE-" 
x7, Prophet was\ Stearer” thine the 

Fernie thais, Ie whs' oBliged' 
 iwno caſÞts daxTiahvs 8 Cults 
_- ofthe Tempte; but-miightt ſacris 


_ freeomtofit;- when thepleaſed; as 


_ appeat&in rhe? ' practice” of Eliah. 


And waageanky” beOB jected! 
Thatthe Prieſtly rel on the 
_ Sabbath, giver notibe* petto orred' 
ithivie" the Paboutr-of Offering; 
bur che' Pfophetical- FunRion of 
the 
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the Diſciples might be performed 
on the Sabbath, without plucking 
ears and eating : The anſwer is, 
that both our Saviour and his Dil- 
ciples were ſo _intent upon their 
Prophetical Employment, that, as 
elſewhere, they forgat to take Bread, 


So here, they either forgar, or had 


no time for the proviſion of victu- 
als before the Sabbath, whereon to 
feed on the Sabbath. | 

Scholar. I apprehend your mean- 
ing, and deſire you to make the 
force of Chriſts third Argument 
as evident unto me, which fol- 
lows in the ſeventh Yerſe, where 


he faith, But if ye had known what 


this meaneth ; 1 will have mercy and .._ 
not Jarifice, Je would not baye con-* 
demned the guiltleſs. 

Maſter. His meaning'is no more 
but this, That when two Laws 


t * {eem 


102 A Paraphraſe on 
{eem toclath ſo againſt one ano- 
ther, that both chaker be Kept : 


: the berter isfo be obſerved, and 


ne EO 


the worfe omitted ; he Law 


which willech us bt do good to all 
men, and to further them in the 
means of their Salvation, which 
to a Chriſtian ts a Law Moral, 
neyer to be omitted,” 1 is better 
than the Law which willeth us 
not to wo k or eat upon the Sabbath, 
which is onely 2 Law. Ritual : 

Chriſt could not intend to reach, 
and rhe Diſciples intend to pre- 
pare and fit the minds of the peo- 
ple ro be taught, and withall in- 
read the preparing of ſuch things, 


25 were requiſite to the {trict kJ 


ſervation of rhe Sabbath , And 


therefore 1n FE, quiry,the Law of the 


abbarh ought to give place tothe 


aw of inſtructing _the. e World in 


the 


#2 "URI - 


ORR 


_ whar 
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the ways of Happineſs, and nor. 


co have juſtled with it. 

Schol. I conceive this Argument, 
bur yer methinks, there follows 
ſomewhat like a Reaſon, which I 
do not yet conceive, in the next 


verſe; For the Son of Man is Lord 


even of he: Sabbath , Pray ſhew me 
the meaning is of thar. 

. Maſter. They that by the | Sor 

of Man | here, underſtand Chriſt 


" -- 
yes nuet, Y OR 
a hay os, ED 
bs Is 
— 


or the Meſſias, do miſtake ; for in 
that acceptation of the Words, the 
Reaſon doth not hold : for if 
Chriſt had meant onely, that he 
as. the Meflias, was Lord of the 
Sabbath, and ſo could abrogate 
it at his pleaſe, © 1en RET. 


ed all the three other Arguments, 


that went before? By the | Son 


of Man *] therefore is to be unde 
ſtood &Ry,..common ordina 


>, 
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- man, as appears molt evidently by 
that of St. Mark 2.27. The Sab- 
bath was made for Man, and not Man 
for the Sabbath. Beſides, ar this 
time, Chriſt neither had preached, 
nor would have others to preach, 
that He was the Meſviah ; and a 
good while after this, as you may 
tee in Matth. 16. 20. Hecharged, 
that they ſhould tell it no man, &c. 
The ſenle therefore of the words, 
1s this : "That which is ordained for 


» 
. 


another thing, OUS Og e place 
E-14 to thatthing,for which it 1s ordain- | 
ed : But the Sabbath was ordain'd_ 

for Man,..every.Man therefore it 


ought to give place unto Him ; 


namely; when a thing lo nearly 
conceraing Man, as his Salvation, 
b..  Tteppeth in between. For, to be 
Ke cv ©. - T Lord of the Sabbath | is, .todi{- 
= 3, '_-pole and order the Sabbath unto 
| . | his 


_ = ” IOW CS l ; 


1 "x62 Oy" > 
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his own u n uſe, and to have 1 is a 
{Ot $to order, and dilpole i AW... $5tn fo Fog . 
- Scholar. | thank you for th: OT. — bh 


pains : and Nees I have put your 7 qe &£ (ts 

to ſo muchalready, I ſhall troy <&r® 

the next Story of the man whic 4 

had the withered hand, becauſe: "i In 5 

think I do well enough underſtan gel Mp 

= your opinion, why, when our, __ __— a 

divers other men,of their diſeaſes: * 7 Sf 8 5 

It is added in the 1 6tþ verſe of this'* "75* Po 6: 

they ſhould not make king known * 2 TEN Yar 
Maſter. Truly , that whichaor 05 

was the cauſe of his {ecels, or hi LF Y 

in the Verle before may very = 

be conceived the caule alſo of this 

injoyn di{llence ; namely, that He 


ble you with nothing concerninge=" = SN 

it; only, tet me deſire you to gives, 

Saviour Chriſt had healed him andeeors 4 4 

Chapter, And he charged them; that" 08 

withdrawing himſelf Gon: them Up ts yre 
H 3 might 
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5+ # * S,* 


ov ht be fafer from all violence, 
No Ye force. But,they which {ay,thar 
. - He did it our of charity to thoſe 
. Phariſees who did ſeek his life, ſay 
---notamils : as Origenreports of 4- 
Yiſtotle, that he withdrew himlelt 
rom Athens, not for his own ſake; 
bur for the Athenians ſake, leſt he 
ſhould give them an occaſion of 
.committing another murther,after 
the murther of Socrates. Hirherto, 

' asyet, this Zeal and endeavours of 
the Phariſees to maintain the Tra- 

. ditions of their Elders, and the Re-. 

| $3 © ligion of their Fathers, might ſeem 
| 344% |, <{ſomewhat exculable, and there- 
+ ., Tore, Chriſt adding Miracle to 
- +. Miracle, did wait for their repen- 
**Y"” rance and amendment : in the 
mean time, preventing them " 
eſcapes, and concealing of himlelt, 

' from doing him any violence or 


miſchief ; 
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miſchief, till ſuch time, as thar, 
reltſting es Lightand TT eſtimony 
of their own Conlcence { as lome 
of them-did, very {horly after, as 
we {hall fo anon ) they had more 
delervedly drawn Upon then 
ſelves, the e guilt of that innocent 
blood, which afterwards fell upon 
chewed: So, thatwhen-Chrilt, 
charged them that they {hould not 
make Him known ; He meant, 
only that they ſhould Not TO 
where He was, that ſo with the 
more:filence, and leſs. oppoſition, 
He might do the bufinels of his Fa- 


ther: and this lenle 1s agreeable to. 


that which follows our of the Pro- 
phet 1/aiah, inthe 17, 18, 19, 20, 
and 2 1 Verſes. 

Schal. 1rakeit tobe1lo indeed : 
but in theſe words out of {jaiah, 
there is lomewhat which does 

H 4 much 
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much trouble me how to under- 
ſtand ; and that is, the latter part 


7 ——_ 
of the 20. verſe ; where it 1s laid, 


Till be ſend forth Judgment unto ViFto- 
ry: Pray, what do you take to be 
the meaning of thoſe wqzds ? 
Maſt. 1 ſhall run throughthe 
whole 'words of the Prophet, 
and by that you will better under- 
ſtand thar part. "Theſe words of 
the Prophet [Jaiah are produced by 
St. Matth. for a confirmation of that 
Meekneſs, Humility, Quietnefs 
and Silence, with which the great 


buſineſs of our Salvation was tobe 


diſpatched : For, by theſe words 

I will put my Spwit on Him | 1s un- 
der{tood the Spirit of Meeknels, 
Gentleneſs and Humility, which 
vas emblem'd in the Dove, when 
It care upon him ; and by thoſe 
words | and he ſhall ſhew Judgment 
[0 unto 


a ate A Ms een A. 
wg Fo = 
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unto the Gentiles *\ is underſtood the 


preaching of the Chriſtian Law ; 


and therefore, if you mark it inthe 
42 of Iſaiah, andthe 4th verſe, ic 
is added, as an explication of the 
word | Judgment | going before ;__ 
And the Iſles ſhall wait for bis Law. 
When He comes to' preach this 
Law, or, to ſhew forth this Judg- 
ment, ſaith the Prophet, He ſhall 
pas nor cry ; that is, He thall 
diſcover no ſign of anger, or dil- 
compolure in his mind ; neither 


ſhall any man hear his voice in the 
ſtreets, faith the Prophet ; thar 1s, 


He ſhall cauſe no Tumulr or popu- 
lar Hubbub:; He ſhall not expoſe 
the vices of Men to the knowledge 
and cen{ure of theWorld,of whom 
He hath but the leaſt Hope that 


they will amend. - 4 bruiſed Reed. 


ſhall he not break, (aith the Prophet; 
: that 


110 AY Parapbraſe n_ 

that is, the mind whch is afflicted, 
Heſhall nor aflict more: and the 
ſmoaking flax ſhal be not quench;thar is, 
wherehe does burlce a little ſmoak, 


He will look for ſome fire; He will 


ſocomply with the weakneſles and 
infirmities of all Mankind, that he 
will not be out of hope to cheriſh 
them up into Virtues. And: all 
this he will do, {ſaith the Prophet, 


Till be fend out Judgment unto /ftory, 


_ of which words, whatloever the 
ſenſe or meaning be, this is plain, 
that they contain the ſucceſs or 
_ event of that Meeknels;Gentlenels, 

and Quietnels, which weat before. 
Now, taking for granted, that 
there 15 nothing left our an chele 
words, as St. Jerom docs ſufpect, 
1can imagine 'but two ſenles that 
can be put upon them : and thole 
two lenſes ariſe out of the. two ſe- 


veral 
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veral acceptations of the word 


udgment. For, Firſt, It b 
By aw 4 1a this ® 4 
meant the ſame, which was meant 
by | Judgment | an the 18th verſe, 
| TLIC - then the ks 
the words isthis ; He {hall preach 
the Chriſtian Law, with all Meek- 
neſs and Mildneſs, maugre all op- 
poſition and malice of choke thar 
do oppugn ic, till that Law have 
prevailed, or gotten the victory ; 
that is, till che greateſt part of all 
the World embrace it : and this 
ſenſeis no improper ſenſe, if we 
look no farther. But then, Second- 
ly, i by | Fudement | be meant, 
 thedilceptation, ordilcuſſion of a 
Caule ( in which ſenle itis often 
taken in the. Scriptures ) then the 
meaning of the words is this ; He 


{hall ule lo much Meekneſs and 


= OS. | Gentlenels, 
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Gentleneſs, in working upon the 


minds of all Men in the World, 
thar, let any Man fit in Judgment 
upon that which he hath done,and 
he ſhall carry the Cauſe, or bear 
away the Victory. To this pur- 
poſe ſaith the Pſalmiſt of God, 
that, He is clear when he us judged, 
Pſal. 51. 6. And in this- fence 
God ſaith of himſelf, O ye men of 
Tudah, judg ye, T pray you, between 
my Vimeyard and Me, Ila. 5. 3. And 
in this Judgment Chriſt got the 
Victory, when - with all Patience 
and Long-ſufferance, with all 

Geatdenels and Meekneſs, Heen- 
dured the perverſe and crooked 
diſpoſitions of the People of the 
Jews, and {pared no "Time or La- 
bour to 'reform- them, if they 
would have hearkned unto him. 


Sch. 


— 4985 0B 
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Sch: Sir, I confeſs there is 
much reaſon in what you ſay, bur 
methinks it ſeems a little fſtrain- 
ed ſenſe, to be put, upon thoſe 
words, as-you read them, 'Till he 
ſhall ſend forth Judgment , for ac- 
cording to your ſence, we ſhould 
read them thus, at leaſt, Till be 
ſhall carry away the Judgment with 
Viftory, or, to Viftory. 

Maſt. You have judged very 
right, and ſo indeed ſhould we 
read them , For the word pwn, 
which we render | ſhall ſend forth 
is of the ſame fignification with 
wg, which doth ſignify | to car-. 
ry away. | But you mult bear with 
more faults in the Tranſlation of 
your Teſtament than this, and I 
hope you will bear with me, if I 
tell you plainly of them when I 
meer with them. a. 

1 Sch, 
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Sch. | 1 befeech you do, - for 
though I have a very great opinion 
of thoſe Men who did tranſlate 
the Feſtament ; yet I would be 
loth to be a loſer by my reverence. 


Bur if you pleaſe, I will proceed 


in framing nay Obje&ions. 


Maſt. You fhall not need, for 


E forcſee whither you are driving, 
even towards the great Scruple 
thar affrighrs the World, the Sin 


againft the Holy Ghoſt, of which 


chere is mention in this Chapter, 
upon the occaſion of Chriſts heal- 


ing of the blind and dumb man, 


pollefled of the Devil, in the 22 
Verſe of this Chapter. 

Sch. I was indeed, and there- 
fore if you pleaſe, letus come un- 
to that Story: 

Maſt. With all my heart; And 
fiſt, I muſt let you know, that ſo 

{oon 
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ſoon as the Phariſees faw thar 
great Miracle which Chrift had 
done; they faid, that be cafteth out 
Devils by Beelzebub, the Prince of 
the Devils, in the 24th verſe of this 
Chapter ; and truly this . was no 
ai praQice amongſt the Sore 
cerers and Magicians, as 1s evident _ 
by many of the ancient Poets : 
when they could not prevail any 
other way, to ufe the help of the 
great and chiefeft Devil ( whole 
name they would threaten him to 
publiſh, if he did nor help them ) 
to expell, or caſt out other lels 
Devils that poſlefled Men ; In 
Tamblichus there is mention of thacr 
Form, in which they threatned 
him ; and Porphiry lays, - that his 


name was Serapts. - But, our Sa- 


viour fufhciently refuteth that ca- 
lumny, feveral ways. Firſt, By 
—_ A 
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a'common and known Axiom 
amongſt themſelves, Every King- 
dom divided, &c. and the meaning 
thereof is this ; "That the Devils 
are wile, there is no queſtion : bur 
they that are wile, will rather ſeek 
to eſtabliſh Themſelves and their 
own Power, which is done by 
Concord and Agreement, than to 
diſtra& and diſlocate it, which is 
done by Faction and Diviſion ; 
therefore it is not likely that the 
Devils will {o differ and diſagree, 
as the one to expell the other, as 
they would perlwade the World. 
Secondly, By. Retortion, in theſe 


words, If 1by Beelzebub do caſt out - 
Devils, by whom do your children caſt 


them out ? verl. 27. And the force 
of Chriſts Argument is this : In a 
like Cauſe, Equity will that men 
give a like judgment ; when your 
Diſciples 
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Diſciples do caſt our Devils, do 
not you think chat they calt chem 
out by a divine Power ? "There- 
fore lo ſhould you even think of 
me, if you thought arighe :, Bur 
[ ſhould take this to be an Trowe 
rather. 

Sch. I conlels I did partly con- 
ceive the Scope of thele twoArgu- 


- ments before, but that which fol- 


lows, I do not underſtand, But if [ 
caſt out Devils by the Spirit of God,then 


is the Kingdom of God come unto you : 


Pray make me underſtand ir, thar 


is, Firſt, What is meant by the 
| Kingdom of God ? | Secondly, What 
1s the meaning of this Conſe- 
quence, If 1 by the Spirit of God caſt 
out Devils, then is the Kingdom of 
God come unto you, - For | lee not 
how it follows. 
Maſt, By the Kingdom of God 
[ 13 
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is meantthe Time of the Meſhiah's 
being in the World, as in Dan. 4. 
29. and Dan. 7. 14. And the 
Conſequence there inferred,js this, 
That as God, by ſundry Works 
and Miracles, gave his people of - 
. Iſrael a Sign of their inſtant Deli- 
verance our of Ezypt ; So the great 
Miracies of Chrift, were ordained 
by him, to be \a Sign unto the 
World of a greater Deliverance, 
which was now working for 
- them, and therefore where they 
faw the one, they {ſhould expect 
rhe other. 

Sch. I believe you have gueſſed 
right; Burt what ſay you to the 
Verſe which follows, Or elſe how 
can one enter into a ſtrong mans houſe, 
and ſpoil his Goods, &c. It looks like 
another Argument, which Chriſt 


uſeth in his own defence againſt | 


MES 
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this Calumny of the. Phariſees, 
but confeſs, 1 do not yet appre- 
hend it. 

Maſt. It is not unlikely, but 
anon you will, This is indeed a 
third Argument of Chriſts, and it 
roucheth to the quick ; for where- 
as his other two ſerved onel y to 
convince certain men, this comes 
to the very thing it ſelf, and quite 
overthrows it : There bave been, 


faich Chriſt, who have caſt our 


Devils through Beelzebub : it may 
be ſo, bur this hath been- without 
any harm or loſs, from the one 
unto the other; it hath not come 
to ſpoiling of Goods, to extirpate 
out of the minds of men any of 
their {ins, bur rather to encreaſe 
them : this hath been nothing but 
a meer colluſ1on and cheat : Bur 
when I caſt out Devils, you may 
ns I 2 lee 
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ſee 1 ſpoil them to the purpoſe, | 
rob them of their power ; for, I 
plant. in the minds of. men ſuch 
Do&trine, as will admit of no vice 
and wickednels to be near 1t, 
( wherein the Power of the Devil 
does conliſt) and therefore you 
may well imagine, that I am in 
cood earneſt, for, I bind him and 
{poll him ; which no one Devil 
ever yet did unto another, or ever 
will. | 
Schol. T {hall defire to put you 
to no more trouble in this Yerſe : 
If you pleale, let us pals unto the 
next. 
Maſt. Asltakeit, that is this; 
He that is not with me, 1s againſt me ; 
and he that gather th not. with me, 
ſcatter et h abr -0ad. 

Schol.. "I'ruly , as the words 
Rand alone, I thould nor trouble 

you 
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you at all with them, for to my 


thinking, they are eaſte enough ; 


but, as they follow upon what 
went before, I fee not what our 
Saviour Chrilt might intend by 
them. 

Maſt.. Having declared himſelf 
to be ſo far from caſting our De- 
vils in the name of Beelzebab, that 
He laboured to bind even- Beel- 
zebub himlelt, and to {poil him of 
all his power, which he exerciſed 
in the hearts of wicked men ; He 
carries the conſideration of this 
Enmity between the Devil and 
Himſelf to ſuch a height, as that 
He will not admit of any Neutra- 
lity, in any other Man, profel- 
ſing, that whoſoever is nor the 
Devil's enemy, is his ; according 
tothat Axiom of the Wars, Mes 
di habentur pro Hoſtibus : All indit- 
| L 3 terent 
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ferent men are Enemies. And if 
all this be not enough to ſhew 
how farHe was from operating by 
the help of Satan, ſurely, ike 
can be. And therefore having 
ſaid this, conceiving he had ſaid 
as much as Man could ſay, He 
adds : —_— I ſay unto you, 
(verl. 31. ) that is, ſeeing it is 

evident by thele Reaſons and Ar- 
guments, that all the Signs and 
Miracles which I do, I doby the 
Power of God, and not by the 
help of the Devil : Conlider what 
a wretched puniſhment you draw 
upon your ſelves, that thus do 
ſlander and bely me. "This Con- 
nexion St. .Hark does teach us 
plainly, Ch. 3.30. where he lays: 
Becaule they ſaid, He hath an un- 
clean Spirit. And yet it 1s to be 
confidered,that our Saviour Chriſt 
proceeds 
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proceeds not meerly upon ' the 
{trength of his own Arguments ; 
bur as knowing their "Thoughts, 
as St. Matthew tells us, in the 25th 
verſe of this Chapter, that is, He 
ſaw in unto them, and He knew 
that They verily believed, that the 
Miracle which he wrought, was 
wrought by the Power of God; 
but yet he ſaw, that they: would 
rather invent any Lye, oralperſe 
him with any ſlander(chough they 
knew it well enough to be a Lye 
and ſlander) then to luffer the 
People to forſake their Chair, and 
to follow Chriſt. DT 

Schol. Ithank you, Sir, for this 
pains which you have taken, to 
prepare me for the underſtanding 
of my great Doubt, which now 
methinks, I begin to have a little 


[4 glimpſe. 
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glimpſe of, bur deſire you to give 
me better Light. 
Maſt. | ſhall : But firſt, I would 
gladly know what you conceive 
of thole words, in the 3 1. verſe. 


All manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall 
be forgiven unto men; becauſe, b 


| underſtanding of what (in {hall be 


forgiven, you will the more eaſily 
| underſtand me, when [ tell you, 
what manner of {in ſhall nor. 
Schol. Why Sir, 1 underſtand 
any manner of {in whatſoever : 
and I underſtand the ſin of the 
Holy Ghoſt, to be. the only fin 


waich {hall never be forgiven. 


Maſt. 1 did fear as much, and 


therctore I did ask you ; But you 
mult know that you are much 
miſtaken, both in the one and in 
the other opinion ; For Firſt, It is 


10 be conſidereg,that Chriſt ſpeaks | 


not 


_ - 
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not of all fin, but of that ſin, 
which is Blaſphemy or Calumny, 
( for there are: many other {1ns 
which will never be forgiven, as 
well as the fin againſt the Holy- 
Ghoſt, ) And therefore in the next 
Verſe he ſaith , Whoſoever ſpeaketh 


a word againſt the Son of Man, that is, 


O 
whoſoever ſlandereth or calum- 


niateth any other man, it ſhall be 


forgiven hm; And in thoſe words _ 


he expoundeth what he means by 
Sin and Blaſphemy. Secondly, It 
is to be conf1dered, that when he 
faith, All 'minner of Sin and Blaſ- 
phemy ſhall be forgiven, there is an 
Hebraiſm in thoſe words, . which 
3s often mer withall in Scripture; 
as in the 5 C hap. of St, Matthew, 
Heaven and Earth ſhall pajs away, but 
my Words ſhail not paſs away ; that 
1s, Heaven and Earth ſhall ſooner 


pals 
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paſs away, than my words ſhall 
pals away ; ( and lo St. Luke reads 
them) not that Heaven and Earth 
ſhall ever paſs away, butthar, if it 
were poſſible, they ſhould ſooner 
paſs away than his Word ſhal. The 
meaning "therefore of the words 
is onely this, All manner of Ca- 
lumnies and Slanders, are heavy 
ſins, and ſhall hardly be forgiven 
to thoſe that do commit them, but. 
they will be more eaſily forgiven, 
than that Calumny, which he 
knows to be a Calumny, who 


doth commit it :+and this Chriſt 


calls Blaſpheming of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; which was the Caſe of 
theſe Phariſees, who calummia- 
ted the Miracle which our Saviour 
wrought, as proceeding from the 
Devil, which their own Conſfci- 
ence 


St. Matthew's Goſpel. 227 
ence told them, iflued from the - 
Holy Spirit "NL © jo 

Sch. Feanfeſs, Sir, this is yery 
plain and ealie; and I pray, Pro- 
ceed to the 33. verſe. Either make 
the Tree good, and his Fruit good, 8c. 
ſaith Chriſt : The dependance of 
thoſe words, is this : You lay, 1 
work by the Devil, faith Chriſt : 
Bur you do not {ee any other work 
of mine, beſides this Miracle,which 
looks like a work of the Devil : 
You ſee, I go about doing good ; 
| Texhort People to Repentance, I 

ſhew them - way to. Heaven : 
Theſe are no works which the 
Devils uſe to do : Therefore, ei- 
ther ſay, that I do all this in the 
name of Beelzebub too ; or elle, 
acknowledge that I do my Mira- 
cles by the Power of God: for, 
Men judge of the Quality of the 
Mind, 
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Mind, by the common Actions, 
_ or Habits of their Life, as they do 
of Trees, by the Fruits which they 
produce, be they good or evil. 
| And that this is true, faith Chriſt, 
you may judge by your own 
ſelves: For, How can ye, being evil, 
ſpeak good things ? ſaith He, ver. 34. 
That is, you can never doit. A 
diſlembled and forc'd Mind will 
quickly ſhew itſelf, ſome way or 
other, and will return unto its 
wonted _ : - therefore, as 

ou may judge by . your felves, 
ae xd; e r..- ſ peak and do no- 
thing but that which is evil, there- 
fore, you your ſelves are evil : So 
you ſhoul Judge of Me, that be- 
cauſe you ſee, I ſay and do no- 
thing but that which izGood, there- 
fore I am good ; and therefore | 
| that 
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that Spirit which works in Me is 
good. T7 
Schol. I apprehend all this; and 
therefore ſhall ſave you the labour 
of expounding that which follows, 
for 1 ſee, it all tends to the ſame 
end and ſcope; only, methinks [ 
am much ſtreightned in my mind, 
about the 3 6th _ , Which forbids 
all idle words : for, if we muſt 
give account of every one ſuch, 
God be merciful unto me, and ta. 
many thouland more; Pray,make 
me to underſtand the full latitude 


of this Comminartion of Chrift. 


Maſt. Whatſoever is meant by | 
this idle Word here, you may be 


{ure it hath reference to that Word . 


which the Phariſees had ſpoke of 
Chnſt, when they ſaid, He caft 
out Devils in the name of Beelzebub, 
for Chriſt hath not done with this 

Calumny 
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Calumny of theirs yet ; but conti- 
nues his diſcourſe. upon it, till the 
38. Verſe of this Chapter ; Now 
conſidering this | Idle Word | in 
that reference, it is moſt reaſoha- 
ble to expound it, not of every 
Word which a man ſpeaks, of 
which there is no profit, or which 
is good'for nought, ( for if that 
Expoſition ſhould be true, which 
God forbid, yet it were not perti- 
nent,) bur of lucha Word, where- 
in there is no Truth; For by 1dle, 
and Yam, in holy Scripture, is of- 


ten underſtood that which is falſe: 


And fo to take the Name of God 
in Vain, in the Commandments, 
tsto {wear falſely : So that the 

Scope of- Chriſt in thoſe Words is 


this, Do you think that you ſhall 


eſcape for this horrid Calumny 
which you have caſt upon me, 
know- 
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knowing it to be a Calumny in 
your own hearts? I tell you nay ; 
tor no man ſhall eſcape in the day 
of Judgment, for calummiating 
another man falſely, though he 
do not know that that Calumny is 
falſe; and therefore much leſs 
ſhall you. By which we may 
learn, if not to ayoid all idle 
Words, ( which to the nature and 
education of man is almoſt quite 
impoſlible,), yet * to beware of 
calumniating perſons, not only 
when we know that Calumny 
is falle, (which doubtlels is a 
very grievous fin ) but when we 
are not evidently aſcertain'd that 
the thing 1s true. And therefore 
it is the ſpecial Office of a good 
Chriſtian, to refrain his Tongue 
alrogether in that Point, for it 1s a 
rare thing for a man to give him- 


telf 
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{elt che liberty, to repeat that of 
another which is falſe, and not to 
wiſh ic true. 

Sch. 1 thank you for this Satis- 
faction, and by Gods help ſhall 
endeayour to frame my Life and 
Converſation accordingly ; for 1 
perceive it is a Sin, which the 
World taketh little notice of; 
though indeed it be the deſtructi- 


on of Charity, without which 


no man is a Chriſtian : For lo - 


they, avoid doing of that which is 
notoriouſly Evil, they care not 
what they lay of any man. Now 
_ if you pleaſe, we will proceed to 
that which follows, I pray, what 
dothe Scribes and Phariſees mean 
to deſire a Sign from Chriſt, in 
the 3 1th Verle of this Chapter, 
who had ſeen fo many before ; 
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for, methinks it ſeems a very im- 
pertinent Requelt. 

Maſt. Some Interpreters are of 
opinion that thele Scribes and Pha- 
rilees were not the ſame, who {aw 
thoſe late Miractes which our Sa- 
viour did; and they ground their 
opinion upon Luke 1 1. 16, where 
it is ſaid, That others tempted bim, 
ſeeking a Sign from Heaven , But,up- 
on examination, that opinion will 
not hold. The better an{wer is,. 
that they did not deſire a bare fign, 
or a Miracle, of which they had 
ſeen enough already ; but they de- 
ſtred a Sign from Heaven ( as St. 
Luke \peaks) that is, that God by 
{ome ſ{trangeProdigy there,ſhould 
declare him to-be a Prophet ſent 
from him, if ſo be he were ſo in- 
deed : For, as for thoſe Miracles 
which he did on Earth, they were 

K not 
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not ſatisfied with them, as appre- 
hending them pendulous between 
two ſeveral Powers ; for as they 
they might come from God , fo 
they might come from the Devil, 
bur, in Heaven they thought the 
Devil had no Power. 

Schol. I like your reaſon well , 
but, I pray,what doth Chniſt mean 
by that anſwer which he gives to 
their requelt in the 39, 40,41, and | 
42 verſes for I do not underſtand ' 
it perfectly ? L 
Maſt. The meaning of His An- 
{wer 1s this ; You would have a 
Sign from Heaven, and then you 
will believe me : God, that will 
onut no occaſion to leave you un- 
exculable, hath given you Signs 
enoueh, here upon Earth ; bur he 
1s not bound to latisfhe your hu- 
mours, and give. them where and 

when 
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when you would haverthem, he - 
knows theſe which youthave ſeen 
' are ſufficient: £0: perivwadeBelict; 
if that your Avarice j:andProfrr; 
and Places- which you hold im 
the preſent Jewiſh State] did nor 
make you ſeek'all-Occaſions.and 
Cloaks'for your Incredulicy | And: 
therefore, 1 thoſe Signs -whichL 
have done'\on Earth; :\will not 
ſerve: you; you: ſhall -haye none 
from Heaven, -but:if you will, 
you ſhalfhave one from under the 
Farth,everrthe Sign oftheProphet 
Fonas, and that Sign not a Sign'to 
convert' you, who after:{o many 
Signs and Miracles' will not be 
converted; but a Sign:of:my In- 
-Nocence, and your Malice, which. 
will perfecute me even/unto the 
death, for / all that Good which 
I have done amongft you. f 

K'3 Sch. 
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_..Sch.- By-this which you have 
Aid; Ido: not only perceive the: 
Scope and:Purportof:Chrifts An- 
{wer, 'which hbe'gives them ; bur: 
the Drift ob-/erſe. 43 and,42; allo, 
wherein he: complains,;:Thar they, 
whohad!had1o' many! JENS done: 
i4mongſt; them, NEYECI; would be- 
and the-ucen of the; outh;xfirhout 
any Sign.!oti; Miracle , wzought , 
either by Jonas,” or Solomon! belie+ 
ved all thatwas told:thehi;-:: But, 
I pray, how! comies>the.next Dit. 
courle in; :concerningthe unclean 
Spirit: ging) out of 217180, in the 
43 Herſe*:1\nd. what isthe Scope 
_ andPurport:of that Diſcourle £03 
is Maſt. -[Iri4s:: not] improbable, 
Thar ovr:: Saviour Chrilt;.,being 
much aflicted: with-thejevil and 
increduloys- heatts ofthe: poopie 
JE# -; O 
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of ' the "Jews,  raketh "2" kind 
of Survey of that” *\whole Na- 
tion, even fromthe 'rirmie where- 
in they were firlt led away captive 
into Babylon,” to the thme 'when 
they were utterly deſtroyed by 
Titus. - Before their 'Caprivity 
they were: full of all manner of 
Wickedneſs,' as appeareth by the 
Prophets; Under their Captivity, 
they were a. little reclaimed, and 
upon that Amendment , were. 
brought back again : Bur then af- 
ter their Return, in the times not 
long before our Saviours coming, 
they fell into ſuch Vices, as were 
abominable, even in the Hea- 
thens themſelves, as is manifeſt in 
Story ; and to ſhut up all, added 
thereunto the Contempr of their 
own Meſſiah, ſent amongſt them 
withſo much power,and yet with 
: K 3 lo 
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1p much meeknel; $, 5s man never 
came :.. Whereupon being juſtly 
forſaken of God, mk they had | 
thus forſopok, the became the { 
molt wretched an vicious people | 
in the World, as Joſephus doth-de- 
ſcribethem to be, about their lar- 

ter times ;- And this Contemplati» 

on of heir. miſerable Condition, 

_ our Saviour ſeems :to_inſinware, 

__ evenuntethemletves, -inthis kind | 
of Parable of the. nnclean Spirit | 
going out, -of - a man, and.teturn- 
ing back again, Of, ,which, If 
that which. I +a lid be not tthe 
Occaſton, ( as [ do notavow, but 
only offer it unto.you ) yet-cex- | 
rainly this is the ſence, 'Tharthoſe | 
men, who. have once left and for- | 
Gen the vicious coutles- of their 
carnal. life, if they ever relapſe, 


ond fall back uy into them; 
| all 
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all their latter fins are far more 
ſinful than their former; Almighty 
God juſtly revenging the Con- 
tempt of that Grace, which he 
| hath offered to them, by giving 
 themup to all manner of wicked- 
neſs and uncleannels. 

Sch. Ithink you have gueſled 
right, and to the purpole; - Bur 
there are {ome terms, and phraſes 
in this Parable or-Story, or what- 
{oever you will call it, which I do 
not underſtand as, Firit, I pray 
what do you thinkChrilt means by 
walking through dry places, and ſeeking 
reSt, and finding none. 

Faſt. Dry and landy Grounds 


are no fit places of Habitarion, and 
fuch kind of places are all thoſe 
places where the Devil doth abide 
when he is out of man, whois 
only capable of Vice and Sin, 

RY where- 
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wherein the Devil taketh pleaſure: 
And the meaning of Chriſt is this, 
That as a man that travels, is wea- 
ried with heavy, ſandy, and dry 
way, more than with green, (oft, 
and pleaſant Fields; to the Devil 
is not halt ſo well ſatisfied, 
| when he enters into any other 
Creature, as when he enters into 
Man, _ 
Schol, It may be {o indeed þpt 
then, why taketh he ſeven Spirits, 
more wicked than himtelt ? why 
is the number of Seven here pitch- 
ed on, more than any other->. 
Maſt. "The Number of Seven 
15 the Number of Perfection, or 
the ſ1gnification of that which, in 
irs own kind, is grown to full ma- 
turity, whether it be good or evil. 
So St. Jobn calleth the Haly Spirit 
of God the Seven Spirits, Rev.1,4- 
"v0 
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So the Barren is {aid to have born 
Seven, 1 Sam. 2.5. that is, to have 
been as fruitful as any other Wo- 

man is, or can-be. Andthere- 
| fare when the unclean Spirit 15 laid 
to take Seven other Spirits with 
him, the meaning only is, that 
that man becomes perfectly wick- 
ed, when that Spirit once returns 
again, whom before he had caſt 
our. es | 
Sch. I approve your Expoſiti- 
on of the Word, and think. it like- 
ly. But I pray can you guels 
what bulinels the Virgin, and the 
Brethren of - Chriſt. might haye 
with him, becauſe the Scripture 
laith They ſtated without, to ſpeak 
with him, in the 47 Verleof this 
Chaprer ; peradyenture you»may 
think me curious, and therefore 
it . Expoſitors have made no 

 Con- 


— 
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Conjecture thereupon, I will not 
urge you. 

Maſt. Truly they have, and 1 
ſhall nor conceal ic from you: 
They. do imagine, that his Mo- 
ther and his Kindred, having had 
ſome Inckling of the Phariſees 
conſpiring again{t him, to do him 
miſchief, defired to ſpeak with 
him in private, and to contrive 
ſome way, to withdraw him out 
of danger: This will ſeem the 
more probable, it we conſider 
that which St. Hark faith, ( hap: 
3.2 1. That his Friends would fain have 
laid hold on hm, ſaying, that he was 
beſide himſelf ; which in all likeli- 
hood, they ſaid to make the Pha- 
riſees the leſs a&tive in contriving 
any miſchief ro him, as conceiving 
him a fitter Subject for their pity, 
than their hate ; But it ſeems 


Chriſt 


St. Matthew's Goſpel. 14 ] 


Chriſt would not hearken unto 
them, nay would not know them, 
as appears by the three laſt Verſes 
of this Chapter, which are ſo 
plain and eaſy, that I dare not 
{uſpect your ſenſe, and apprehen- 
ſion of them. | 
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+A Tract concerning the 
. Power of the KEY s, 


and AURICULAR 
CORE | 


FT ZONE N opening as Ties 
2 concerning; the. Do- 
Fa cine of- e Keys of 

the Kingdom of Hed» 


J 1, AM - YL = 
RISER ,,, 1; will follow 


thoſe Lines that Tra@,which your 
ſelf hath' ben pleaſed ro let me; 
Yer firſt, ere I comfiſſÞco your Pat- 
ticulars, I will di cover, as. fax; as - 
generality will give me. leave, 
what it is which we intend, *hen 


' we ule'this phraſe of- Speech. Ar 


the farſt appearance, it is plain, the 
form 
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torm of words is not Proper, bur 
Meraphorical. Now ſome Truth 
there 1s 1n that which you learnt in 
the Books of your Minority, from 
your Ariſtotle, mv con.qis Te AT pam 
oe Ayo AVOV 5 and indeed could 
we bur once agree what it is which 
that Meraphor doth intimate, the 
greateſt part of the Diſpute were 
atan end. The natural way to dif: 
cover this, is to {ee what the Uſe of 
K99s, propetly raken, is; and after 
at, what means they are, which 
m our endeavours. to attain tothe 
Kingdom of - Heaven , | have ſome: 
thing proportiorable to the Ule of 
Keys : andthiggyeing once diſcove- 
red.there cafiremain no Queſtion 

What are the Keys. | 
.. . Now _—_— is more nos, | 
than thar the © ay Ule of Keys isto | 
_— and-Shur, 4 admit us Unto, - 
Or 
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or exclude us fromthe -poſleſſion. 
of what. we ſeek. Now 4ince the 
Kmgdom of Heaven 1s comm _ 
a Houle, - from which all the Sons _ 
of 4dam, by Nature are excluded Apa tn | 
whatſoever then it is that gives us tz# Feria 
way, that removes all c—_— cole )-rnvg| 
which hinder us from entrance offerr* me | 
that Houſe, that certainly muſt be$+<p-150-1 
underſtood by the Name of Keys. | | 
Now all thele means, or wharſo- 
ever elle it is whigh doth further us 
rowards the poſleſling our ſelves 
of Eternal Life, they were” all laid 
down in'the Goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, commicred by him 
tully and farſt of all ro the diſpen- 
{ation of the bleſſed Apoſtles,ro be 
reported by them, or their means, 
all the World over. So.that I hink 
L may ſafely lay thus.much for the 
firſt Ground of the Queſtion be- 
- *— CWIXt 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ewixt your felt and me, (laves 
Remi Culorum ſunt Dottrina Evan-: 


gelu. = 


Now ſince Keyes afe nothing, 


without tome hand to manage 


them, we muſt in the fecond 
place diſcover into whole hands 
"* they are commirted. . And for 
*rhis purpoſe, firſt of all, It muſt 
not be denyed that principally and 
properly, (I might well enough 
add-only, it I ted, Bur that 1 
{pare you ) the Hand'of God itis, 
that manages and applies theſe 
Keys ; For of God and-Chriſt it is 
written, - He-hath the Keys, he opens, 
and yo man fhuts ; be ſhnts, and no 
man opens. Yet {ince it hath plea: 
ſed God: to ule. the Miniſtry of 


Men, to the ſaving of Men, atid _ 
bringing them. into- the Kingdom | 


of Heaven ; In a ſecondary ſenle 
the 


— — 
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the Keys of that Kingdom are faid 
to. be put into the hands of Men. 
In as mich as ithath pleaſed the 
Wiſdom of God, notto uſe theſe 
Keys, at leaſt as far as concerns 
the beneficial and opening part, 
fome a& of Man not firſt premi- 
fed ; for fincethat Faith in Jeſus 
Clirift is the Sum of the Do@rine 
of the Gofpel, and Faith cometh 
not but by hearing, and hearing 
cometh not bur by preaching, and 
preaching isthayt of Men alone, 
( for God employs not Angels in 
that. behalf, y It appears that this 


Preaching, or manifeſtation of the 


| Dodtrine of the Goſpel nor per- 


formed, the Keys muſt needs be 
nnprofitable.. By the maniteftati- 
on: of the Goſpel of God, I mean 
not only the labour of the lip, 
1 expounding,praying,reproving, 

£ 2  "M 
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or the like, bur the adminiſtration 
of Calchantemcs, the acting ( ifany 
thing beyond this is to be acted) 
"whatſoever the manifeſtation of 
the Goſpel requireth. So chat] 
think may ler down fora ſecond 
Ground towards the ſecling of the 
Point in queſtion,rthus: much, That 
the mo or application of the 
Keys, 1o tar forth as men are in- 
truſted'wich them, is, The Mani- 


fe ſtation of the DoEring of the Goſpel. 


'Thus far have wagpened in gene- 
ral the Subſtance @f-the Keys, and 
the Uſe of them. - 1 come now to 


your Queries. .' 1.51; 7 
Firſt; You ask of uh ply 
of the Apoſtles receiving thisPow- 
er, whether they: had- it as Judg- 
es Aathori tative, Or as Meſſengers, 
Declaratative; only; 10 __ Or 
denounce © You, mani {t your ſelf 
for 
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for the former, and Reaſons you | 
bring, {uch as they be. Your Reat 
{ons I ſhall conſider in their place, 
but I muſt firſt tell you that you 
ask amiſs, for your queſtion: 1s 
concerning the whole Power of 
the Keys, Far you an{wer only of 
a part, that'is, of Sacramental 
Abſolurtion only,as if all the Pow- 
er of the Keys reſided there. So 
that here you ule the Fallacy pluri- 
um Interrogationum ; And I might 
well grant you, that indeed that 
part were Fudicative , but yet 
contend that all the reſt were only 
Declarative. To reduce you there- 
fore, 1 muſt do with you, as Phy- 
ficians in ſome. caſes deal with 
their Patients, ere I can come to 
purge the humour you are {ck of; 
I muſt a little prepare you. The 
power of the Keys is expreſt by 


KL -1 the 
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the Learned in three yokes,or pairs 
of Words. 
1. To remit, and toretain. 
2. To looſe, and to bind. 
3. Toopen, and to ſhut. 


On the one fide, to remit, to 


boſe, toopen, which is the one half 


of the power, agree in one, and 
ſignify the ſame thing ; ſo do the 
other three, to retain, to bind, to 
ſput, which contain the other halt. 
Toyour Queſtion then, wherher 
the power of the Keys be declara- 
tive only, Ianſwer firſt : For this 
latter part or half, itis meerly de- 
clarative, neither can it be other- 
wiſe ; which that you may ſee 
with your eyes, I muſt requelt 
you to obſerve, That all ſhutting 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, is et- 
ther common to all, or caſual, 


betalling oaly ſome. The common 
Exclu- 


*_ , —— 
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Excluſion is that ſtate of Nature, 


wherein we all are involved, as 


we ſpring from the farit Adabn.: 


The lecond Exchuſfton 1s dar. 
which befals Chriſtians relapling 
into ſin. "The farſt ſhutting was ar 
the fall, and was then Prefigured 
unto us, by the barring up of the 
way unto the Tree of Lite. Whar 
active, what judiciary part can a- 
ny } Miniſter of the Golpel have 
here ? all that the Apoſtles cauld 
do here, was but to open to men 
this their miſery, athing, before 
the death of our Saviour,-either 
very {paringly,or not at all reveal- 
ed. Of this therefore you mult 
needs quit your hands, and ſo you 
mult of the other, I mean excluſi- 
on upon caltality and relaple. 
For when a man converted to * 
Chriſtianity, falleth efcloons into 
hb 4 {ome 
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ſome mortal {in, doth the Gate-of 
Heaven ſtand open to him, till he 
fall upon ſome curſt Prieſt, that 

uſed his Key to ſhut it ? | 
| Thereare in the World a kind | 
of deceitful Locks with fliding | 
Bolts, 1 have ſeen my lelf and o- |} 
thers much deceived by them, | 
when the doors have fallen at our 
heels, and lockt us out when we | 
intended no ſuch thing. Sir, Hea- | 
ven door hath a ſliding Lock, up: | 
on occaſion of mortal fin, it will 
ſhut without any uſe of a Key. 

- Perchance I do not well, mx- 

:  taviv per muilob, yet the ſober mean- 
ingof what I have ſpoken merrily, | 
1s butthis, thateither youmuſtmake 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel only 
Declarative, or elſe it will follow 
that every impenitent Relapler, 
that hath the good fortune to e- 


{cape 


tid: neg-i 


—— 
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ſcape the Prieſts being privy to his 
Sin, 1s ike to find Heaven open at. 
the Jaſt. So then it 1s apparent, 
that notwithſtanding your heap- 
ing up of Interrogatories,and your 
preſſing of Ligaveritis & vos , and 
telling me whart I never knew, that. 
Solvere and Ligare be Actives ; yet 
in this part of our Power, all your 


_ Activity is loſt, and there remains 


nothing for you but to report up- 


 ongood evidence, what you find 


done by your betters to your 
hand. 
Half your Juriſdiction then is 


fallen: and if 1 had no other Me- 

_ - dumbut this; I might with good 
= des againſt you 

for the other part. For if theone 


half made in the ſame Form, in 
the like phraſe and garb of ſpeech, 
yet enforceth no more but Decla- 
Eh Fo | ration 
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ration and Denouncing : then why 
ſhould you. think the other halt, 
( which in all likelyhood is homo- 
geneal to the former) to be more ? | | 
Nay, there is far more natural 
Equity that you ſhould be here 
only Declarative than in the other. 
Politicians tell us, Thar it is Wil- 
dom for Princes, who deſire to 
gain the love of their Subjects, to 
adminiſter themſelves all Favours 
and Graces, but to leave ation of 
Juſtice and Harſhneſs to be per- 
tormed by others. 
Sir, NoPrince can be ſo am- 
bitious of the Love of his Subjects 
as God is of the Love of Man- 
kind : why then ſhould I think 
him ſoill a Politician, as to make 
himſelf the Adminiſtrator of the 
Rough, Unpleaſing, Love-killing 
Offices, of Binding, Shutting, Retain- 


ns 
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ing; 2nd..then paſs: over- to the 
Prieft, the diſpenſarian of - the 
Fair, Well-lpoken, Ingraciating 
| Offices of Remitting, Looſme, and 
Opening *- But 1 will leave this 
kind of 'Topick and DialeRical 
_ argulng,becaule yau are a pretend- 
er to conyincing Reaſons ;. 1 will 
direaly enter even upon that part 
of your power of Opening, and Re- 
mittmg, ren the other: part of. 
your Territory, and by main 
ftrength,take all ativity fram you 
there too. Give me leaye to ask 
you one Queſtion, you may very 
well favour me {ſo far, for you 
haye asked me very many. 
 . The (onverſion of a Sinner, is it an 

aft of the Keys, yea or uo ? 

By your Principles it. is not ; 
for you make 'the power of the 
Keys to be judiciary, and therefore 


the 
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the Converſion of an -Infidel per- 
tains not to them : The Church of 
Rome will help you with a Medium 
to make this Argument good. Do 
wwe not judge thoſe that are within ? for 
thoſe that are without, God ſhall judge, 
ſaith Paul : Whence ſhe infers, 
That a converted Infidel, nor yet 
admitted to the Church,is a Stran- 
ger to the Judiciary Power of the 
Keys ; but being once admitted in- 
to the Church, he is now become 
the Churches Subje&, and fo fit 

matter for the Prieſt to work on 

upon his next Relapſe. What think 
you of.this Reaſon 2 Do you take 

it to be good ? Take heed ; or elſe 

ic will 'give you a deadly ftripe. 

For the Converſion of an Infidel; 

out of queſtion is a molt proper 

act of = Keys. For, ſince the 

opening of the Kingdom of Hea- 


VEll 
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ven 1s conteſt - to belong unto the 
Keys; and Heaven; which was ſhut 
againft-the Infidel in time of -his 
Infidelity, upon:his Converſion is, 
acknowletdged.to. be, opened unto 
him ; certainly whoever convert-; 
ed him, uſed the Keys;. or elle he 
muſt pretend to haye either a Pick- 
lock, or the Herb Lunarja, which,. 
they ſay,makesLocks fall,off trom 
Doors,and theFetters from, Horſes 
heels. If then the Converſion of a 


| 290 Gs hb. 


_ But becauſe to. diſpute. againſt 
a-man out of/his own Principles, 
| which 


=P 
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which perchanice are falſe (for this 
we know oft falls out, that by the 
powe? of Sjllogi/ms, met may and 
do dai Frue Cotichuſions from 
FalſePretziifes) becauſe, I ſay, thus 
ro do,wrhe 1 judgnrient of Ariſtotle, 
leaves 2 tfiart (eels RW Mev bpthy- 
advy 35 ;884 £ arti Willing not on- 
ly e6 perfwade you, bur to better 
you t-IwHll draw the little which 
remains to be faid th this Point, 
form other Places. 
 Firff, bi All the Apoſtles pra- 
ftice in Convettitis Fes and Gem 
ls fitid you any thirig like unto the 
aft of any Judiciary Power? Fhe 

neithet'did nor conld ofe any fud 

thing That they did' hot, appears 
by Phthp: who havitig-Catechiſed 
the Eunuch, and finding him de- 
frrons of Baptiſm, ithenediately 
upon” ptofeffiorx of his Faith; ad- 


mitted 


. 
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mitted him-into the Church. Thar 

they. neither did nor could, 50, 

pears by Peter and the reſt oft e75, rudradey, | 
Apoſtles in the As, who could g, at z 
neyer in the {1 pace of an afternoons dent 

being none but themſelves, havec&; fe en 
converted three: thouſand ſouls, 6 7. 
had they taken any ſuch way, as 


you {eem to misfancy. Again / 
imagine with your FIC ind - 


fances you cafi, which are of for 
to-make a power judiciary, apply 
them all' rothe practice of the At > ow w_ 
poftles, inthe. Converſion of | Pays $i os 
fidels, and if you find any one 
then agree tothat action, let: dy 7 p- 
= challenged upon it, and; bet I 
ought to hay f abuſed en Yeu with | 
ee 


a JE op Grck br uf 
To: PI —_ fince-yout 
Liewvaridhn which: is he one halt 


he Fon pretended Juriſdiction, 


preten ds 
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, -pretends'to nothing above Decla- 
rative : And ſince your Solveritis,in 
RET {o great an act asis the Converſion 
| <2 we... of Infidels, lays claimto no more, 
[245 +6 = - 4-whar act of the power of the Keys 
| wp kn als It, wherein we - may conceive 
42 i 4s ehopetof findingany thing ative 
"+ t+-,-0r judiciary? I ſeewhat you will 
ww ſay, 'There yet remains a part,you 
-, think;:- wherein you have hope 
..*+ , \ foſpeed andthar is thereconciling 
oe of relaphing Chriſtians : As you 
LS Arora ag Chon: 
Anh ; ., an; there is a duty binding him 9 
% "repair, 'and lay his fin open tothe 
(Miniſter of the Goſpel, and in him 
WE © -apower to conſider of the fins of 
| 1 P-**\-- ſuch asrepait unto him, to. weigh 
| 1. particufays)} ,to- confider circum- 
ſtances;and occaſions, and accord- 
ing'to:true Judgmear, either upon 
penance: impoſed to abſolve in, 
ISIS] (which 
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( which you call remitting of the 
fin) or to with-hold him for a 
time, from participation of holy 
duties with Catholick Chriſtians, 
which you. call retaining of fins, 
ſuppoſing thar God doth the like 
in Heaven, as it is written, What 
you bind in Earth, is bound in Heaven, 
and what you looſe in Earth, ts looſed 
in Heaven. Now the Rock on 
which you labour to found ſo ex- 


rravagant a Conceit, is no other 


than the Words which I have quo- 
ted out of Scripture ; you prels 
earneſtly the Ligaveritis & vos , all 
which can yield you {mall relief; 
tor if they help you not atall in 
thole weighty parts of the Power 
of the Keys, which but now were 
laid before you ; by what Analo- 
2 can you expedt they ſhould af- 
ford you any aſſiſtance here ? As 

M IS 
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is/ Ligare,''1o is Solvere; as 1s the 
Converſion. of an Infidel, -{o is 
the reconciling of a. relapſing - 
Chriſtian, - for any thing you can 
make appear ; Either all is Declara- 
tive, which 1s very poſlible, and 
+1n many cales neceſlary, or all Ju- 
dicative,. which in ſome caſes is 
impoſfible, and in none neceſlary, 
{o thar to fit the Scripture ro your 
Fancy, you are conltrained to di- 
tract and rend it without any War. 
rant atall. Burt you have found 
our in the "Text a ſtronger Argu- 
ment againlt the declarative Pow- 
er, Icontend for: You eſpie an 
Inſufflavit, a great, a lolemn, and 
unwonted Ceremony,undoubted- 
ly concluding ſome greater matter 
than a poor power declarative: 
What * did our ferious Maſter. thus 
ſpend bis breath to no purpoſe,. and 


like 
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lke a Hocus Pocus with ſo much ſhew 
att us-'a ſolemn nothing * 1 pray 
whoſe words are thele? Iſhould 
have thought them to have been 
Porphiries,. or Julians, ( but tha. I 
know your hand ) for you ſub- 
{cribed not your name to your let- 
ters : 'AplomTo axzpdac AAoyXxE Oo pare 
xexayews : They are the Words, of 
your Pindarus, upon. an occaſion 
not much unlike unto this 

Sir, you have no Skill to judg, 
or let a price upon lo divine aun act; 
He loſt not his breath, when he 
ſpent his: Tſufflavit ; he opened 
their wits, thatthey mightunder- 
ſtand the. Scripture ; he revealed 
to them the Myſteries of Jeſus 
Chriſt, dying and rifting again for 
the Worlds ſalvation, the greateſt 
news that ever was reported in the 
World,” and till then concealed, 

M 2 - He 
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He commanded them to be the 


firſt bringers of this =_ News, 

and that they might the more un- 
dauntedly perform theirCharge, he 
endowed them with Infallibility, 


with infinite Conſtancy and Forti- 


rude,with Power of working ſuch 
Wonders as none- could do unleſs 


God were with them. Appello Con- 


fcientiam tuam: Were thoſe things 
ſuch nothings, thar they deſerve 
to be thus jeered:? Bur that befalls 

ou which befalls the Stares thar 
dwell in the Steeple, who fear not 
the Bells, becauſe they hear them 
every day. Thele wonderful Be- 
nefits of God have every day 


ſounded in your ears, and the fre- - 
quency of them hath taught you | 


to forget your Reverence to them. 
Yer all this Inſufflavit,this Ceremo- 
- ny, was for no other end butto 
| be fur- 


— uw __ 
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further a Declarative Power ; "Their 
undaunted Fortitude, their power 
of Miracling,their Infallibiliry did 
but add countenance and ſtrength 
to their Declarative Power, by 
by which they went up and down 


the World, to manifeſt the good 


tydings of Salvation. So that e- 
ven theſe which leryed thus to ler 


oft the Goſpel, werenothing elſe 
but means of the better manifeſta- 


tion of it, therefore may they ve- 
ry well paſs, if not among{t the 
Keys, yet amongſt the neceſlary 
Wards. Whereas your Fancy of an 
active or judicative Power in the. - 
Prieft, concurring with God in 
reconciling relapling Chriſtians, 
1s neither one nor other, but is in- 
deed like unto the work of ſome 
deceitful Smith, who the better to 
coumenance and grace his work, 
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adds to his Key [uperfluous and 
idle Wards, which in the opening 
of the Lock , are of-no uſe at 
all. 
To your | RON Query, W he. 
ther the Keys were confined to 
the Apoltles'only ? The Anſwer 
is in no caſe hard to give, It may 
perchance in ſome cale be dange- 
rous.; for there is a Generation of 


mien -in the World (the: Clergy 


they call them) who impropriate _ 


the Keys' unto themſelves, and 
would be-very angrie to under- 
{tand, that others from themſelves 
ſhould claim a right unto them, 


To your'Queſtion then, no doubt 


bur originally none rbcoived the 
Keys fromthe mouth of our Savi- 
our, but the Apoſtles only ; - none 
did: nor ever:could manage them 


with that authority and {plendor 
As 


—  - a Io 0 


SO IP rung ame 
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as the Apoſtles did; who. were a- 
bove all moſt . amply tarniſhed 
with all chings fatting 1o- great a 
work. For whereas you Herb to 
intimate, thatthe preaching Miſh- 
on was commnnicated to others, 
as:the {eventy two Diſciples, as 
well as the Apoſtles; you do but 
miſtake your elf, it you conceive 
that the Keys: of the Goſpel: were 
any way. committed to them , 
for corcerning- the Mytteries of 
Jeſus Chriſt; and him crucifed 
for the fins'of the World ( where- 
in.indeedthe opening ofthe King- 
dom of Heaven did conliſt.) they 
received itnot, they knew it nor. 
'To be the prime Reporters of 
this, was an honour 1mparted on- 
ly to the Apoſtles : Yer were they 
not {o imparted, as that they 
{ſhould be. confined to them. E- 
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| Every. one that heard and received 

- the Light of the ſaving Doctrine 
from them, ſo far forth as he had 
underſtanding inthe waies of Life, 
| had nowthe Keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven committed to his pow- 
er, both for his own and others 
_ uſe. Every one, of whar ſtate or 
.condition {oever, that hath any 
occaſion oftered him, to ſerve a- 
nother in the ways of Life, Cler- 
gie, or Lay, male or- female, 
- whatever he be, hath theſe Keys, 
not only for himſelf, but for the 
benefit of others. For if natural 
Goodnels teach every man, Lu 
men de Lumine, Erranti comiter mon- 
ftrare viam, &c. "Then how much 
more doth Chriſtian -Goodnels 
require of every one, to his ability 
to be a Light to thoſe who fit in 
darkneſs, and. dire&t their: ſteps, 


who 
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who moſt dangerouſly. miſtake 
their way ? Tolave aloul, every 
man is a Prieft. To whoml pray; 
you, is that {aid in Leviticus, T bow 
ſhalt not fee thy Brother fun, but thou 
ſhalt reprove, and ſave.thy Brother ? 
And it the Law binds a Man, 
when he: ſaw his enemies Cattel. 
to ſtray , to put them: into their 
way ; How-much more: doth it 
oblige himto- do the like for the 
Man himlſelt?,. See you: not how 
the whole Warld, con{pires-with 
me in the ſame opinion'? Doth 
not every Father teach his. Son, e- 
very Maſter his Servant, every 
Man his Friend. How many of 
the Laitie inthis age, and from 
time to time, - in all ages have by 
writing for the publick-good, pro- 
pagated the Goſpel of Chriit, as if 
{ome lecret inftin&t oft nature had 


put 
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tinto mens minds thus to do. 
1 ſhame to dwell ſo long upon {or 
plain a Theme, yet becauſe I feel 
your pulſe;” and perceive what.t 
is that- troubles you, I muſt lay. 
ſomething to an Objection, which 
I know'you make. You conceive 
that forthwith upon” this which I 
have ſaid, muſt needs follow ſome 
great” Confuſion of : eſtates, - and: 

degrees, the Laitie - will ſtraitwa 
_ get up(Into' our ys we ſhall 
loſe our: credit, - and' the adorati- 
on- whichthe ſimple ſort do yeild 

us is in” danger to be loſt. 
- » Sir, Fear you not, the ſufficient 
and able of the Clergy, will reap 
no diſcountenance, but honour by: 
this : For he that. knows how to 
do well himelt,will moſt willing- 
ly approve what is. well done by 
another. It is. extream poverty of 
mind 
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| mind to ground: your Reputation 
upon another mans Ignorance,and 
ro {ſecure your ſelf, you-dawell, 
becauſe you percerve perchance 
that. none can judge how-nl-you 
do.” 'Be nor ahgry tlien\to:lceo- 
thers joyn withyoutn part ob your 
"Charge. I would all the Lords: Peo- 
ple didiPreach, and:that every Man 
did: think himtelt, -bound :c0,:d1f- 
charge a-'part of. che: Common 
'Good ::'and make account: that 
the Care 'of otherniens Sduls:con+ 
cerned him as: well. as of his own. 
When the - Apoltles took-orderto 
ordain {ome ,-\.upon 'whom.. the. 
publick burdew- of Preaching -the 
Golpel ſhould hie;-it was northeir 
putpole to :impropriate. the thing 
rothoſe pertonsalone ;but know- 
ing that whatwas left to:the care. 
of all,  was...commoaly-:worſt 
I; lookt 
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lookr unto, in wiſe and moſt 
Chriſtian Care, they deligned 
{ome, whole duty ic ſhould be to 
wait upon the Goſpel alone, the 
better to preſerve the Profeſſion 
to the Worlds end : It hath been 
the wiſdom of thoſe, who have 
taken care of the propagation of 
Arts, and Sciences, not only to 
_ means, that multitudes 
d ſtudy and make profeſſi- 
on privately,but that ſome ſhould 
be conſticured publick Profeſſors 
to'teach e Cathedra, that ſo all 
might: know to. whom to repair, 
in the doubts incident to their fa- 
culties, and this hath been thoughe 
a ſovereign way to preſerve Scien- 
ces. Sir, weare thepublick Pro- 
teſlors of Chriſtianity, we ſpeak 
e (athedra, which none can do, 
bur ſuch as are ordained. Let the 


pri- 
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private profeſſion and practiceot. 
Chriftianiry improve it {elf never 
ſo much, yet the honour of the 
ge Profeſſor, - ſo he deſerve 

is place, can never impair, It. 
greives me to ſtand ſo long upon 
jo plain, ſo unwelcom a on, 
L will eaſe my ſelf and you, and 
reflect upon your third  Que- 


ry. 

! In the third place, you require 
to know, what neceſſity, or whar 
convenience there is of Confeſfi- 
on : You mean, Ithink, that con- 
fefſfion, which is as fooliſhly as 
commonly called Sacramencal; 
forit hath nothing of a Sacrament 
init. Did I know your mind a 
little more in ' particular, whar 
form of confeſſion you ſpeak of, 
whether as it is uſed in the Church 
of Rome, orin ſome refined Guile, - 

as 
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asitſeems ſome would, who have 
oflate called for 1t-in che Church 
of: England; ſhould {peak'perad- 
venture more; appolitely to what. 
you defzre.. Bur ſince you have 
propoſed Confeſſion only in.a ge- 
nerality, my. anſwer ſhall, be in 
like manner. And- -  , | 

- Firſt of all, -Confefſion of {ins 
is a thing, not only convenient, 
but unavoidably necellary to Sal- 
vation,: without which none {hall 
ever {ee God. -.. And thus. far. [ 
{uppoſe, all Chriſtians. do agree. 
'The'.: main Difference 13 inthe 
manner of praGiling it, the Que- 
ſftion being, What 'Parties-/are to 
be -interefled -in - it 2} Natural E- 
quity informeth-- us, thatunto e- 
very; Partie, juſtly. offended, Sa- 
tisfaction ome. way or -other. is 


due. $ TFT e F7 "IS S106 ot, 
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The firſt party wronged in every 
oftence, is God, '\againſt-i\whoſe 
Honour, and /exprets.Command 
every {1n-is committed, . To him 
therefote inthe firſt place, Satis- 
faction is due, by ſubmiſſion and 
acknowledgment, ſince. there re-. 
mains no other way::of compol1- 
tion with God. Burt-there are lome 
{ins committed againſt God, ſome 
committed againſt God and Men. 
In the former it is ſufhcjentif we 
pacifie God alone , in. the Jarter, 
our Neighbour,againſt whom we 
have treipaſt, muſt” receive Satis- 
faction 7-4 the wrong done him, 
at leaſt, it -it be in the power of 
the Treſpaſſer. Your Primer of 
Sarum will tell you, "That not-to 
make reſtitution, if you be able, and- 
not to pardon , unavoidably exclude 
from the Ki 1 dom 0 f Heaven. Now 
might 


a 
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might the Dagtrine of Confeſſion 
and acknowledgment in caſe of 
Offence piven, have been per- 
mitted to run 'fair and clear, as it 
deſcends: from God, and good 
reaſon, the firſt Fountains of it. 
There needed no more to be {aid 
1n this argument, than I have al- 
ready told you. Bucl knownot 
what intempeſtive foolfhAmbiri- 
on hath troubled the ſtream, and ir 
hath paſt now for a long time (ill 
the Reformation altered it ) for a 
general DoQ@rine in rhe Church, 
That in all kind of ſins, whether 
_ againſt God or our Neighbour, 
therecan be no reconcihation be- 
ewixt the parties offending, and 
offended, ow by jcncdpaticien of 
a Praiſt, a thing utterly beſides 
all reaſon and -common fenle, 
that you ſhould open your private 


ImMpcr- 
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imperfeC&tions to one whom they | 
concern not, ( for it is granted, 
that all Parties concerned in an Of- 
fence, muſt have reaſon at the 
hands of the Offender) and who 
can no ways help you ; For He 
that is conſcientious of his fn, 
( and without trouble of Conſci- 
ence I think none would ever re- 
pair to his Confeſlor ) knows ve- 
ry well, that there is no fin ſo 
great, but upon ſubmiſſion, God 
both can and will pardon it ; and 
none {o ſmall, bur pardon for it 
muſt be ſought, or elſe he hath 
been ill catechiſed. And morethan 
this what can any Prieſt tell him : 
* Your Play, 
{omewhere tells 
you, That he that 
zs ſtricken by a Scorpion, if be go ime. 
mediately, and whiſper it intothe ear of 
an 


* Plin. Nat. Hiſt. 
l. 28.c. 13, 
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. .an Aſs, ſhall find bimſelf immediate- 
' lyeaſed: Thar Sin. 1s a Scorpion, 
and bites deadly, I have always 
believed, bur that to cure the bite 


of it, it was a Sovereign Remedy 
co whiſper it into the Ear of 


an | |] a Prieſt, I doas well 
believe as 1 do that of Ply. "Ihe 
Patrons of this Fancy, for defect 
of reaſon and common congruity, 
are fain to betake x 6a to 
Scripture ; and the milcheif is, 
there is there no direct Text for it, 


and therefore they are conſtrained. 
to help themſelves with a meer 


conjectural conſequence; For ſince 
It is taken for certain, that there is 
a Power to Remit and to Retain 
fins, how ſhall they who have this 
Power given them, know how 
fc it is to Remit or to Retain a fin, 
exceft they know the fin, and 

know 
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know it they cannot, but by Con- 
feflion. For anlwer to this, 

Firſt, We have found and pro- 
ved, That the Words of Scripture 
- muſt receive ſuch a l{enle; as from 
whence no {uch Conlequence can 
be inferred.  OELL20Y 

Secondly, We have indeavoured 
to prove, That the Diſpenſation 
or Application of the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, ( being no- 
thing elſe, but the duty of ſaving |. 
of Souls) is aDuty,which pro Occa- 
ſione oblata, lies upon every Chriſti- 
 -an: Which if it be true, (asin 
. good faith I think it,) and the. 
Clergy perceive it, I think they 
would never go about to urge that 
Text, although we ſhould yield 
it them in their own meaning. 
For they muſt needs lee, thar it 
follows, that you may as well | 

N 2 make 
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make your Muletter, (it you have 
one) your Conteſloxr, as your 
- Pariſh Prieſt. Tell me in good 
earneſt, it you can, out of what 
good intent can this defire to know 
another mansſin, which concerns 
you not, proceed ? Is it to teach 
him that ir is a {in ? he knew that, 
or elſe he had never repaired to 
you, to confels it : Isitto tell him, 
that he is to repent, to reſtore, to 
pray, to give alms, exc. All this 
he knew, or elſe he hath had his 
breeding under an. evil Clergy. 
Yea, but how ſhall the Phyſician 
cure the Diſeale, if he know it 
not ? Suppoſe all Diſeaſes had one 
Remedy, ( asall {piritual Diſeaſes 
have ) and what matters it if the 
Patient be ſick, ro know whether 
it be an Ague, or the Meazels, 
or the Pleurilie, ſince one Potion 
Cures 
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cures them all? Yea, but it he 
: know not the particulars, how 
ſhall he judg of che Quantity of 
the Doſes? for the ſame Diſeaſe 
upon ſundry circumſtances, may. 
require Majus or Minus in the Phy- 
ſick. This is the poorelt {cruple 
of a thouſand ; for in the Regiment 
of Patients ſpiritually ſick; there 
can be but one miſtake, thar 1s, 
if you givetoo little: Be ſure you 
give enough, and teach your Pa- 
tients to think no fin to belittle, 
( which in men ſpiritually fick is 
Error ſaluberrimus ) and you can 
never-err': For natural Phyſick 1s 
only Phyſick; but ſpiritual Phy- 
ſick is both Phylick and Diet, and 
may be indifferently adminiſtred 
both to the fick and the ſound, Re- 
pentance 'perchance only -except- 
ed, of which upbn occaſion, aflure 
| N. 3 your 
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your ſelf you can hardly take too 


much. What realon now can you 
give me, why you ſhould deſire 
to dive into any mans Breaſt, & | 
ſcire Secreta Domus ? except it be 
that which followes in the 
next Yerle, inde teneri, as I muſt 
confeſs, I ſuſpect it is. Thetruth 
_ is, ſome likes Cuſtoms of the 
ancient Church, the craft and 
_ power of the Glergy,. the ſimpli- | 
city and ignorance of the Laity, 
thele begat the Tragelaphus, of 
which we now ſpeak. It may be 
you take the practice of. the anci- 
ent Church, and the Point of Ex- 
communication, to make ſome- 
what for you: When thole Cards 
{hall come to beplay'd (though | 
that of Church cuſtom is not great- 
' ly material, which way {oever it 
looks ) 1 Eelieve you will not os 
the 
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the Game you look for. Indeed 1 
was once minded to have confide- 
red ſomething of that : Burl think 
you look for a Letter, not for a 


Book, and I perceive my felt al- 


ready to have gone beyond the 


_ compaſs of a Letter. Another 


parley therefore, if you pleaſe, 
{hall pur an end to thoſe and other 

{cruples, if any do ariſe. And for 
the preſent give, I pray you, a 
little reſpite unto y 


From my Study, Vours, 
this 8 Day of on 
March. 1637. TH. 


5 bow 
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ClEreſie and Schifm as 
they are in com- 
mon ule, are two 
Theplogical aaeudk. 

DB or ſear-crows, which 
they; who uphold a party in Re- 


ligion, uſe to fright away ſuch, as 


making inquiry 1nto it, are ready C 
to relinquiſh and oppoſe it, if it - 
appear either erroneous or {uſpi- 
cions. For as Plutarch reports of 
a Painter, who having unsklful; 
ly painted a Cock, chaſed away 

all Cocks and Hens, that ſo the 


im perfe&tion 
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imperfection of his Art might not 
appear by compariſon with Na- 
ture ; ſomen willing for ends to 
admit of no fancy but their own, 
endeavour to hinder an inquiry 
_ ".intoit by way of compariſon of 
ſomewhat with it, peradventure 
truer, that ſo 'the deformity of 
their own might not appear. But | 
howlſoever in the common ma- 
nage, Hereſie and Schiſm are but 
ridiculous Tergns, yet the things in 
| themſelves are of very confidera- 
ble moment, the one offending { 
againſt Truth, the other a 
Charity, and therefore both dead- | 
| Iy, where they are not by impu- 
ration, but in deed. 
Itis then a matter of no ſmall {| 
importance, truly to deſcry the 
_ nature of them, that ſo they may 
tear; who are guilty of them, - and 
591 they 


pr 
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they on the contrary ſtrengthen 
themſelves, who through the ini- 
quity of men and times, are inju- 
riouſly charged with them, 

Schiſm ( tor of Hereſie we ſhall 
not now treat, except it be by ac- 
cident, "_ _ by —_—_ | awd; 

eneral miſtake, ſpread through- 
— all the writings of heagis, 
in which their names are familiar- 
ly confounded) Schiſm, 1 ſay, up- 
on the very. {ound of the word, 
imports Diviſion ; Divifianis not, | 
but where (on !gh.is,.or ought 
to be. Now Communion is_the 
ſtrength and groundofall Society, 
whether Sacred vl, "Wholo- 


Pn omar 


ever therefore they be, that offend 
againſt this common Society and 
Friendlineſs of men, and'caule (e- 
Paration and breach among them: 
It it be in civil occaſions, are guil-<_ 
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ry of Sedition or Rebellion ; if it 
wh by fee of Eccleſiaſtical dif- 
ference they are guilty.gf, Schiſm : 
So that Schiſn is an Eccleſiaſtical Se- | 
| dition, as Sedition:is a' Lay Schiſm. Yet 
the great benefit of Communion not- 
withſtanding, in regard of divers 
diſtempers men are ſubject to, 
Difſention and 'Diſunion are often 
neceſſary ; For when either falſe 
or uncertain Concluſions are 'ob- 


— 
—- = 
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, and Acts either 
niſtring ; 


ul, or miniitr Ic 
P required of us to be per- 
orm'd; in theſe caſes, Conlent 
were Conſpiracy, and open Con- 
teſtation 15 not FaCtion or.Schiſm, 
but due Chriſtian Animelity. 
For the further opening there- 
fore of the nature 0 Schiſa.ome- | 
thing muſt be added by way of 
difference to diſtinguiſh-it from 
neceſlary 
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neceſlary Separation, and that is, 
chat the cauſes upon wh Ivi- 
ion is attempred , proceed not 
frong.. Paſſion, or Diſtemper, 0! 
Ss Ambi Or..Ayarice, 0 
ſuch other Ends, as humane fall 
is apt tO purſue ; ; but from well 
weighed and_nece 
and that, when all othe 
having been tryed, not 
ſerve to lave_us fron 
Conſcience, but open * Separation. 
So that Schiſm, if we would de- 


fine it, is nothing elle but Ka —W 4 


neceſlar Sep aration os 

Church, of which! == ey Were” 
Members. Now as in Mutinies 
and Civil Diſſentions, there are 
=ndants in ordinary be- 
longing unto them ; one_the 
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* place of the General, or ordinary 
Governor, - to rule wi guide ; the 


-, other the-appointing of ſome pub- 


OO IEPIEIOSS aA en or 


" lick place or Rendezvous, where 
| public —_— muſt be eelebra! 
red ': So in ChursheDiflentions 
and quarrels, _ Appurtenances 
there are,” which ſerve to make 
a Schiſm complear.; 
Firſt, The choice of 2. Baſh 

tr oppoſition to the' former, (a 


= very frequ {t the 


= Angients, and which many times 
_ was both the cayſe and eftect of 


Schiſm.) 
Secondly, The erecting of a 
new Chutch.and Oratory, , the 
dividing Party to meet in publick- 
_ For till this be done, the 
Schijm 1s but yet in the Womb. 
In that late famous Controver- 
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Auxilits, as long as the dilagreeing 
Parties went no further.chan_ Dil- 

putes and Pen-combars, the Schiſm .. 
was all that while unhatched; 
but as ſoon as one party. {wept an. 
old Cloyſter . and by a pretty Art 
ſuddenly made ic a Church, by / 
putting a new Pulpit in it, -for the 

ſeparating Party there to/ meet; 

now, what before was a Contro-, = 

verſy, became a formal "Sch m_ 
To know no more than this,if you 
take it to be true, had been enough 
to dire&t how you are to judge, 
and what to think of Schiſm and 
Schiſmaticks ; yet becauſe in the 
ents, (by whom many Met are , 
fre afftighted thang hurt) © much |} 


is ſaid, and many fearfut Dooms 
are pronounced in this cale ; will 
we deſcend a little to conſider of 
Sciy/m5 gia it were by way of Nona. 
_—_ ——— 


WB, 
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and that partly further ro open 
that which we have aid in gene- | 
xal, by inſtancing in parriculars ; 
Sand partly to dilabuſe thoſe who 
 reverencing.. Antiquity more than 
needs, have ſuffered themlelves_ 
to be ſcared. with impurtation of 
Schiſm, above due meaſure; for 
what the Ancients {pake by way 
- of cenſure of Schiſm in general, 1s 
//malkazuc ;. for they.law (and it 
js no great matter.ta lee ſo. much.) 
Ahat unadviledly, and upon fancy 
| to break the knot of Union be- 
twixt man and man (elpecially 
- amonglt Chriſtians, upon whom 
_ above all other kind of- men, the 
tye of Love and Communion 
doth molt eſpecially reſt ) was a 
crime hardly paxdonable, and that 
guilt of ir, but true and unpre- 


tended 


nothing: Ablolves a man from the |. 
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tended' Conſcience ;- yer when 
they camfio ounce of Schiſms 
n particular ( whether it were be- 
cauſe of their own. intereſts,or that 
they {aw- not "Le Fruth;: or for 
what other "caule” God only: doth 
know ) | ments many 
times: ( ro-ſpeak1 molt gently) are 


jultly to be luſpetted ; - Which thar 


Con 


you may fee, we will range all 
 Schiſm into 2wo ranks, a. 

| Forthereisa Schiſm,:in which , w 
mn one Party. 15 the Schimatick';7 7F1 

for where caule of  Schiſm nec 
 ceſlary, there not hethar {ej Arates, 
bur he that OCCA fons the! leparati- 
on 15 the Schiſmatick. 


Secondly, "There is a Schiſm, 2 

which both. parts are the Schiſma- __ 
ticks : For where the occaſion of ſe- 
'  parationis unneceſlary,neithe! thec fide 
can be exciſed fronv the guilt of 


0 chiſm, | 03% Bur 


by! «4 
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Bur you will ask, who ſhall be 

- the Judg what is neceſlary ? In- 
deed thar is a Queſtion, which 
hath been often made, bur I think 
ſcarcely evertruly anſwered ; not 
a. 1tisa Point of great depth 
ordiffculry truly to aſloil it, but be- 
cauſe the true ſolution carries fire 
in the tail of ir. For it bringeth 
with ic a peice of Doctrine which 
- 1s ſeldom plealing to Superiors. 
To you for the preſent this ſhall 
ſuffice. If fo be you be Animo de- 

| facato, if you have cleared your 

_ ! ſelf from froath and grownds, it 
' neither ſloth, nor fears, nor am- 
bition,nor ary tempting _ of 
that nature abuſe you, ( for theſe 
and ſuch as theſe, are the true Im- 
pediments, why both that, and 
other Queſtions of the like danger 
are not truly anſwered) if all this 
ages OT nn, be: 


— SE. 
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be, and 'yet you ſee not how to 
frame your reſolution, and ſettle 
your ſelf for that doubt; 1 will 
lay no more of you than was ſaid 

_ of Papias, St. John's own Scholar, } 
| you are vj puxpos TW 189, Your ably 

liries are not ſo good as I pre- 

ſumed. | 

But to go. on with what I in- 

rended, and from which that in- 

terloping Queſtion diverted me ; 

that you may the better judge of of 

the nature of Schiſms by their oc- 

calions ; you ſhall find thar all 

Schiſms have crept into the Church 

by one of theſe three ways ; ei- 

ther upon matter *0F FAX, or mat- 

rer of Opinion, or point of Ambi-' 
tion. For the firſt, I call that. Jn 

matter of Fact, when {omething 

is required to be done by us, which. 

either we know, or ſtrongly 


On" lips 
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ſuſpect to be unlawful; So the 
Afrit notable Schiſm, of which we 
” read inthe Church, contained in 
ic matter of Fact; For it being 
pon Error. taken for neceſlary, 
-that an Falter muſt be kept; and 
-' upon worle than Ffrof if-I may 
-1twas no leſs than 
Judaiſm , forced up- 
on the Chlifch, ) upon worſe than 

| Error, I ſay, thought further ne- 
A ceflary, that the ground: for the 
time of our keeping that Feaſt, 

- mult be the. rule left by ./oſes to 

/ the Jews , there arole a ſtout 

veſtion, Whether we were to 

celebrate with the Jews, on the 

7-year" Moon , or the Sun- 

day following ? This matter, 

though moſt unneceſlary, moſt 

_Yain, yet cauled as great a Com- | 

- buſtion, as ever was in the 


| Chur ch ; 


mms. 
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Church ; the Weſt ſeparating and 
refuling Communion' with the [ 
Eaſt, for many years rogether. In 
this fancaſtical Hurry, 1 cannot fee. 


». 


but all.che world were Schiſmas/ 
ticks : neither can any t png | 
cule them from that Imputatio 
excepting only this? chat we C 
tably ſuppole that all Partits orig 

of Conſcience did what they did. Ex5SRcee; 
A thing which befel chem-throu _ AL = 
the ignorance of their Guides, (for, ; 2:2 ra 


TY 


CH 


5 
& 
j > 


of eas. mae 


I will fiotTay their malice) andezy, 
that through the juſt. judgment of 
God, becaule through floth and 
blind obedience Men examined 
not the things which they were 
raught, bur like Beaſts of Burthen 
patiently couched down, and in- 
differently underwent whatloever 
their Superiours laid upon then. 
By the way;by this you may plain-: 

| O 4 ly 
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1y ſee the danger of our appeal un- 
ro Antiquity,for reſolution in con- 
troverted points of Faith, and how 
{mall relief we are to expect from 
thence. For if the diſcretion of the 
->-chicfeſt Guides and Directors of 
he Church, did in a Point fo tri- 

i $83, 66.4 (vial, {o inconſiderable, lo mainly 
MITE | afaſthem, as nor to ſee the Truth 
4s eG In 2 Subject, wherein Its the great- 
©» 1-*" eſt Marvel how they could avoid 


; i» MN 


Pe. . = « the ſight of it; can we withour im- 


2 
« putation of extream grolineſs and 


folly, think {o poor ſpirited per- 


ſons, competent Judges of the 


uveſtions now on foot. betwixt 
| the Churches? Pardon me : I know 
di « 


not what "Temptation drew that 
Note from me. 
+» The next Schiſm, which hadin 
-_ it matter of Fact, 1s that of the Do- 
natiſt : who was per{waded"(ar 
PE nmr lealt 


— 
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leaſt ſo he pretended ) that it was 
unlawful ro converle or nu 
nicate in holy Duries bY 
ſtained with any notorigus. Sin. / 
( For how vloever Auſtin anc and. others 
do {pecity only the Thurific« 
"Traditores, and Libellatici , and the 
like; as "if he ſeparated only from 
thoſe. whom he found to be ſuch ; 
yet by neceſlary proportion, he 
muſtrefer to all notorious Sinners) 
Upon this he caught, thar in all pla- 
ces where good and bad yyere.maixt 


rogether , there "could be: no 


Church, 'by reaſon of Pollution, 
evaporating as it were .from Sin- 
ners, which blaſted righteous Per- 

ſos who converſed with them, 
and made all unclean, On chis 
| ground ſeparating himſelf from 

| all whom he liſt to ſulpe&t, he 
gave out that, the Church Was 00 


— ——— 
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, Where to be found but in him and 
27 his Afſociates, as being the on- 


Pl Men among whom wickedPer- 
O 


ns found no ſhelter , and by 


conſequence, the only clean and 
unpoll 1tec Company” andifere 
fore the only Church. Againſt this 
Saint Auguſtine laid down this Con- 
cluſton, Unitatem Eccleſie per totum 
rbem diſperſe propter nonnullorum pec- 
Lata non efſe deſerendam ; which is in- 
"I deed the whole ſum of that Fa- 

chers Diſputation againſt the Do- 

natiſt. Now in one part of this 

Controverlie betwixt St. Auguſtine 
and the Donati}, there is one thing 


is very remarkable. The Truth 


was there where it was by meer . 


chance, and might Have been on 
.either {1de, any Reaſons brought 
| by either party notwithſtanding. 
For though it were de fatto all 
that 


| ſtanding any thing Saint Auſtine 
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that pars Donati, ſhut up. in Africk, 
was the only Orthodox. Party, yet 
it might have. been true, notwuh- 


brings to confute it; and. on the 
contrary; thalgh it were de fafo 
true,thart the part of Chriſtians dil- 
perled over the Earth were Ortho- 
dox ; yet it might have been falſe 
notwithſtanding any thing,.Saint.. 

4 uitine brings to confirm. it. , 
For where, or amonglt who, or; *© 
amonglt how many the Church 
{hall be, or'is, is a thing 1ndifte- _ / 
rent; it may be in any: Number / 
more or.leſs,it may be in anyPlace-&f 
Country, or Nation ; it may beW%* 657 (- 
in All, and (for ought I know). it ___ "_— 
may _ÞBeefmone, Without anfagh yett% uy, 
prejudice to the definition of: the? & wc. a 
Church, or the Trot eoE I, 
pel. North or South, many or few, - > «« 


. % q 
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_ diſperſed in many places, or con- 


fined to one; None of thele ei- 
ther prove or diſprove a Church. 
Now this Schiſm, and likewiſe 
the former, to a wile Man thar 
well underſtands the matter in 
Controverfie ; may afford per- 
chance matter of pity, to ſee Men 
ſoſtrangly diſtratted upon fancy : 
bur of. doubt or trouble what to 
do, it can yield none. For thou h 
in this Schiſm the Donatiſt be the 
Schiſmatick, and in the Re 
both parties be equally engaged 
in the Schiſm; yet you may fely 
upon your occaſions communicate 
pore ſo be & faner nei- 
her in their Sc Schiſm : For why 
1 Wight | it not be lawful to go to 
_ com Obanch with the Donatiſt, or to ce- 
odebrate Eaſter with the Quartodeci- 
man, it occaſion ſo require : ire? ſince 


"ig 2.1 6. neither 
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neither Nature, nor Religion,nor 
Reaſon doth ſuggeſt any thing to 
the - contrary : For in all oublick EI BL 
Meetings pretending Holineſs, ſo, * -R.* 
there be nothing done, buc.athat/.. 
crue Devatigg,.and Picty. hrook/ | 
why may not I —_ ent in Tem, | 
and uſe Communication: with” 
them ? Nay what if thoſe to whoſe 
care the execution of the publick 
Service_is committed, do; ſome- 
thing either unſeemly or lulpici1 
ous, or peradyenture unlawful # 
what if the Garments they wear 
be cenſured as, nay indeed be ſu- 
perſlitious ? whar it the Geſture of 
adoration be ule itar, a, _ 
now we have learned to ſpeak? © 
What it the Homihſt or Preacher 
deliver any Doctrine, of the truth 
of which we are not well perſwa=x_ 
ded, (a thing which vey = 
jk - 
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pn pn, except we be con- 


ic p*3: f{traned' erlon nally: to bear 3 apart 
248. *Hg n them'our ron "The: "Prieſts 


Fe” a Eli had ſo ill demeaned 
themſelves” abour the daily Sacri- 


ice; * thar the Scriptures tell us, 
they made 'it to ſtink, yet the 
People le refuſed not to.come-to the 


a6<erb0.: 


Tabernacle, nor-to bring their 
Sacrifice to the Prieſt. For in thele 
Schiſms, which concern. Fact, -no- 
\\hing can be a-jult cauſe of refulal 
) bf Communion, *bur only to -re- 

- quire the execution of fome- un- _ 
lawful or {uſp ected at; PFornot 
only:1 in Redioa, bur in Religion 
roo; that Maxim admits of no -re- 
leaſe, Cantiſſimi cujuſq; Preceptum 
queddetbitas. ne feceris. Long itwas 


i; ere the Charch: fell upon Schiſm 


upon this occalion,” though of late 
ic; 
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it hath had; very many ;. For until 


the ſecond Council of Nice, iD 
which conclliable Superſtition and— 


Ignorance did conl pire) ] fay, un- 

till that Rout did = up Image- 
worſhip , there was not any re- 
markable Schiſm, upon jult occaſi- 

on of Fact; All the "eſt of Schiſms 

of that kind were but Wantonnels, 

this was truly { ſerious. In-chis the \ 
$ chiſmatical party was the'Sy od it 

CO nent 6 conl] pired with. , 
Fas concerning the ule of on. / 
in Sacris, Firſt, it is acknowledged 

by all, Thar tis not at ng necel-,\ 
fary ; Secondl y, , {tis b by m off fyſ-| \ | 

nr <P; Thir ly 


\ 16-48; by many |), 
held ua utterly unlawful. Can” then / 
the enjoyning of the practice of 
fuch a thing be ought elſe but a- 
bule ? Or can the "efaſal of Com- + 
munion here, be thought any other 


thing 
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thing:than duty ? Here, or upon 
the like occaſion, ro ſeparate, may 
peradventure bring perſonal trou- 
ble and danger, ( againſt which ir 
concernsevery honelt man to have 
Pettus bene -preparatum ) further 
 harmit-cannot do. So that in theſe 
caſes; you cannor be to {eek what 
to think; or what you have to do. 
Come we then to conſider a 
little of the ſecond ſort of Schiſm, 
Powers, hn 
” opinion. Tharth” been the Eom-. 
mon difeaſe of Chriſtians from 
the beginning, not to content 
themſelves with that meaſure of 
Faith, which God and Scriptures 
-have expreſly afforded us ; bur out 
of a vain deſire to know more than 
1s revealed, they have attempted 
;to diſcuſs things, of which-we 
{can havE&no light, netther from, 
| Reaſon 
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Reaſon nor Revelation : neither 


have they reſted here, bur upon 
pretence of Church-authority 
- which is noge,or 'I radition; which 
for the 5. 4 is bur Hgment; 
they have peremprtorily . conclu- 
ded, andconfidenrly impoſed up- 
on others,. a neceſſity of entertain. 
ing Concluſions of that: nature , 
and to {trengthen themſelves, have 
broken our 1nto Diviſions and 
Factions, oppoling man to man, 
Synod to Synod, till the | peate of 
the Church vaniſhed, without all 
poſſibility of recall. Hence aroſe 
thoſe ancient and \many {eparati- 
ons amonegſt- Chriſtians, occaſio- 
ned'by Arrianiſm , Eutychianiſm , 
Neſtorianiſm-,. : Photouantfime *Sa- 
belianiſm, \'and. many more both 
afizcient and in our time ; all which 


indeed are but names of Schiſm ; 


-— how "0 


PE ee LR Ems 
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howlſoever in the common Lan- 
guage of the Fathers, they were 
called Hereſies. For —_— is an 
act of the Will, not of Reaſon, and 
1s indeed a Lye, not a miſtake : 
Elſe how could that known ſpeech 
of Anſtine go for true, Errare poſ- 
- ſum, Hereticus eſſe nolo. Indeed 
Aanicheiſm , V alentmuaniſm, Mar- 
cionſm , Fahometaniſm , are tru- 
ly and properly Hereſwes ; For we 
know that the Authors of them re- 
ceived them not, but minted them 
themſelves, and ſo knew that 
which they taught to be a Lye. 
 Butcan any man avouch that Arri- 
ws and Neſtorius, and others that 
taught erroneouſly concerning the 
Trinity, or the Perſon of our Sa: 
viour, did malicioufly invent what 
they taught, and not rather fall up- 
on it by error and :miſtake ? _—_ 
that 
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that be done, and thatupoa good 
Evidence, we will think no worle 
of all Parties than needs we muſt, 
and take theſe Rents in the Church 
to be ar the worlt but 5 chiſms. up- 
on matter of Opinion. In which 
caſe what we are to do, is not a 
point of any great depth of under- 
{tanding to diſcover, ſo beDiſtem- 
per and Partiality do not inter- 
'vene. I do nor yet ſee, that Opi- 
nonum V arietas, & Opinantium Uni- _ 
tas, are 'aogils, or that Men of © 
different opinions in ChriftianRe- 
ligion, may nothold communion 
in Sacris , and. both go: to one 
Church. Why may I norgo, if 
occahion require, to an Arian 
,Church, ſo+rthere beno Arrianiſm 
_ expreſt in theis, Liturgy ? And 
were Liturgies and publick Forms 
of Sorvicbla framed, as that they 


P22 admit- 


4 - 
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admittednot of particular and pri- 


vate fancies, but contained only 
ſuch chings, as inwhich all Chri- 


ſtians do. agree, Schiſms on Opi-. 


nion were utterly vaniſhed. For 
conlider of. all the Liturgies that 
are or ever have been, and remove 
from them whatſoever ; is {canda- 
lous to:any Party, and leaveno- 
thing bur whar all agree on, and 
the event {hall be,” char the pub- 

lick Service and Honour: of God 
ſhallno ways: ſuffer: Whereas to 
load our: publick Forms with-The 
private Fancies upon which. we 
differ,! is the moltiſovereign way 
0, -perperuate -Schiſm . unto. the 
Worldsend.. Prayer, Confellion, 
"Thankſyj giving, Reading of: Scrips 
tures ,* Expolitionw-of Scriptures, 

Aduiinifteltion of -*Sacramentsin 
the. —_ and fiapleſt manner, 


EA wcre 
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were matter enough to furniſh our 
a-{ufficient Liturgy, though no- 
thing either of private Opinion, 
or of Church Pomp, of Garments, 
of preſcribed Geſtures, of Image- 


ry, of Muſick, of matter concern- 


ing the Dead, of many ſuperflui- 


ties, which creep into the Churches 
under the name of Order and De- 
cency, did interpoſe it ſelf. For 
to charge Churches and Liturgies 


with things unneceflary, was the... 


firſt beginning of all Superſtition, 
and when {cruples of Conlcience 
began to be made or pretended, 
then Schiſms began to break in. 
If the ſpiritual Guides and Fathers 
of the Church would be a little 
{paring of incumbring Churches 
with {uperfluities, and not over- 
rigid either in reviving' obſo- 
lete Cuſtoms, or impoling new, 

2 there 
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there were far leſs danger of Schifm 
or Superſtition ; and all the inconve- 
nience were likely toenſ{ue,would 
þe but this, they ſhould in ſo do- 
ing, yeeld a little to the imbecil- 
ities of Inferiors, a thing which St. 
Paul would never have refuſed to 
do. Mean while,whereloever talle 
or ſuſpeted Opinions are made 
a peice of the Church Liturgy, 
he that ſeparates is not the Schiſma- 
| tick, For it is alike unlawful to 
make profeſſion of known or {ul- 
pected falſhoods, as to put in 
practice unlawful or ſuſpect ai- 


ONS 


The third thing I noted for 
matter of Schiſm was Ambition, | 
mean Epiſcopal 4mbition, ſhewing 
it ſelf eſpecially in two heads ; 

one concerning Plurality of Bi- 
ſhops in the fame See, another the 
SuPpe- 
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Superiority of Biſhops in divers 
Sees. Ariſtotle tells us, that Ne- 
ceſſity cauleth but ſmall faults, bur 
Avarice and Ambition were the 
MSthers of great Crimes ; Epiſco- 
pal Ambition hath made this true : 
For no Occaſion hath produced 
| more frequent, more continuing, 
more ſanguinary Schiſms , than 
this hath done. The Sees of 4- 
lexandria, of Conſtantinople, of 4n- 
tioch, and above all of Rome, do 
| abundantly ſhew thus much, and 
our Ecclefiaſtical Stories witneſs 
no leſs, of which the greateſt parr 
conſiſts in the fationating and tu- 
multuating of great and potent 
Biſhops. Socrates Apologizing for 
himſelf, that profeſſing to write 
an Ecclefiaſtical Story, he did oft- 
times interlace the actions of (e- 
cular Princes and other civil buſt- 
P44 neſles, 
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neſles_ tells us that he did thus to. 


refreſh his Reader, who otherwiſe 
were in danger to. be cloyd by 
reading {o much of the Acts of 
unquiet and unruly Biſhops, &y 
015 x0" -0 NA GOV & E TVPELOTLY, in which. as a 
man might lay, they made Butter 
and _ one of another , For, 
Tveiver, (that I may ſhew you acaſt 
out of my oldOfhice,and open you. 

yſtery in Grarnmar ) properly 
Capi to make Butter . and 
Cheeſe: Now becaule theſe are 
not made without much agitation 
of the Milk, hence Tru, by a 
borrowed Ee" tranilated Gionifica- 
ton, {ignifies to. do things with 
mich agitation and tumulr. 

Bur that may a little conſider 
of the two heads, which | but now 
ſpecified ; The firit I mentioned. 
was the Pluralitie of. Biſhops. in one 


» 


YER. | 
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Sea.. . Far the general; practice.of- 
the Church Hoch the-beginning, | 
at leaſt fnce- thegtiginal of -Epil-- 
COPACcy, | 25 NOW it 15, Was never: to. 
adnmut -at;once more than one Bi-: 
{hop in; one..Sea ;' And ſo far-in: 
this Peg hive hey, been - extalul 


= #4 - P 


hich hi ow rms us - 
Book OUt: of France, De Monoga-- 
mia Epiſcoporum, written by occa-: 
fon! of.the Biſhop. of Laneres, 
who, I know not upon what who \I 
Cy, could not be.content with | 
one-Cathedral Church --in his Di- 
ocels, bat would needs have wo, 
hich to.the Author of that —_ 
leems tobe a kind of {piritual Po-- 
lygamy; It fell out amonglt theAn- 
cients very. oken,; ſometimes, i 26 
1 


a OCCAIION 
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caſfion of differ-nce in Opinion, - 
| ſometimes becauſe of difference 
amongſt thoſe who were interefſed- 
inthe choice of Biſhops, that two 
Biſhops and fometimes more were 
ſet up, and all Parties ftriving to 
maintain their own Biſhop, made 
themſelves ſeveral Churches, ſe- 
veral Congregations, each refu- 
{1m g to participate with others , 
and many times proceeding to 
mutual Excommunication. "This 
is that which Cyprian calls Erigere 
Altare contra Altare : to this doth 
he impute the Original of all 
 Churchdiforders; and if you read 
him, you would think he thought 
no other Church-Tumulr to be a 
Schi;ſm but this. This perchance 
might plead ſome excuſe ; For 
though in regard of Religion it 
ſelf, it matters not whether m— 

. e 
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be one or more Biſhops im the 
fame Diocels, and: fometimes 
rwo are known to have ſat _— 
( for Epiphanius reckoning up the 2z&e+7/ 55 Þ 
Biſhops of Rome, makes Pahang: i wy . 
Paul Te fiſt) and St. Auſtm a * 1075. (Eli Dn 
knowledgeth, that for a time hogpeleny S 
ſat fellow Biſhop with his Prede- li 
ceſſor, though he exculerh ir, that 
he did ſo by being ignorant that 
the contraty had been decreed by 
the Council of Nze,) yer it be- 
ing a thing very convenient for 
the Peace of the Church to have 
it ſo; neitherdoth it any way {a- 
vour of vice or miſdemeanor ; 
their Punithment fleeps not, who 
unneceſ{arily and wamonly go a- 
bour to infringe it. 

Bur that other Head of Epiſcopal 
| Ambition, concerning Supremacy of 
Biſhops in divers Sees, one claim- 

8 ing 


Y I prime. B1 
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ing Superiority over another, as it 


hath been from time to time, -a 


great Treſpaſſer againſt the 
| Churches Peace, {ſo itis now the 
finall Ruine of it. The Eaſt and 
the Weſt, — the fury of the 
ops, being irre- 

mediably ſeparated without all 
hope of Reconcilement. And be- 
{ides all this miſchief, it is founded 


ina vice contrary to all Chriſtian 


humility, without which no man 
{hall ſee his Saviour ; For they do 


but abuſe themſelves and others, 
that would perſwade us, that Bi- 
ſhops, by Chriſt's Inſtitution, have 
- any- Superiority over other men, 
turther than of Reverence ; orthat 
any Biſhop is Superiour to ano- 
ther, further than poſitive order 


agreed = amongſt Chriſtians, 


hath preſcribed. For we have be- 
lieved 
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lieved:him that hath told us, That 
in Jeſus Chriit there 1s neither highnor 
low ; and that in giving honour, every 
man ſhould be ready to prefer another 
before bmmelf ; which ſayings cut oft 
all claim moſt certainly to Superi- 
ority,by ticle of Chriſtianity; except 
men. can .think that theſe things 
were ſpoken only to poor and /pri- 
vate Men. Nature and:Religiona- 
gree inthis, that neither of them 
hath a band in this Heraldry of /e- 
cundum ſub &5- jogra; all this comes 
from. Compolition 'ahd Agree: 
ment of men among themlelves: 
Wherefore this abuſe of Chriſti: 
nity, .to make it Lacquey to Ames 
bition, 1s.a vice for which] haye 
no extraordinary name of Igno+ 
miny, andan ordinary I 4 
give it, .leſt you ſhould take: 1o 


tranſcendent a vice to be burtri- 


A al. Now 
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. Now conceming Schijm ariling 
upon thele Heads, you cannot be 
for: behaviour much to ſeek , for 
you may: {ately communicate 
with all: Parties as Occaſion ſhall 
call you, and the Schiſmaticks here 
areall thole who are heads of the 
Faction, together with all thoſe 
who fomenc it: for private and 
indiflerent Perſons, they may be 
Spectators of thele contentions as 
ſecurely in regard of any peril of 
Conſcience (for of danger in 
Parſe or Perlon, I keep no ac- 
count} a5s-at'a Cock fight. Where 
Serpents fight, who cares who 

hath the better ? the beſt Wiſh 
is; that both :may_ periſh im the 


:-'Now for Conventicles; of the 


nature -of which you defire to be 
informed, thus much in general. 
Wy | k 
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Ic evidently appears, that all Meet- 
ings upon unneceſlary Occaſions 
of Separation are to be ſo ſtiled, ſo 
that inthis ſenſe, a Conventicle is 
nothing elſe but a Congregation 
of Schiſmaticks ; Yet Time hath ta- 
ken leave ſometimes. to fix this 
Name upon good and honeſt 

Meetings, and that perchance not 
altogether without good reaſon ; 
For with publick Religious Meet- 
ings thus. it fares: Firſt, it hath 
been at all times confeſſed neceſla- - 
ry,.'that God requires not only in- 
ward and private Devorion, when 
Men either in their hearts and 
Cloſets, - or within: their private 
walls, pray, praile, confels and 
acknowledge; but he further xe- 
quires all thoſe things to bedone 
io Publick, ow troops and (hoals 
ot Men, 7 an from hence have 


- Rihes ; pro- 
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proceeded publick "Feraples, ALE 
tars, Forms of Service, appointed 
Times, and:ithe like, which are 
required ts open Afſernblies - YET 
whillt men-were truly: pions, all 
Meetings of men for mucual help 
of Piery and Devotion,whereloe- 
ver and by whomſoever celebra- 
ted, were-- pup withour ex+ 
ception. : 7 
-/Bur kung itvyas ef Sidpliac ill of 
fected petſons abus'd privateMeet- 
ings; whether Religious: or -Civil 
to eyil ends;Religiouſneſsro groſs 
ampiery;! (as! appears: 1n- the. Eth; 
baick. Heufmia', , and Bavehanalias; 
and:Ohiiltiin Meetings underthe 
'Pag an Peirices; when torifear they 
Surf not! come' togaher! i 11n-0pen 
view” ragrchurged ; viith-foul 
amputations;7as! bychereport. of 
_ ftians! chamſelves plainly aps 


-01q pears ; 
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. pears; and Civil Meetings many 

times under pretence of friendly. 
and neighbourly Viſits, ſheltered 
treaſonableAttempts againſt Prin- 
ces and Common-weals : ) Hence- 
both Church and State joyned, 
and. jointly gave order for Forms, 
Times, Places of Publick Con- 
courſe, whether for Religious 
or Civil Ends ; andall other Meet- 
ings whatſoever, beſides thoſe 
of which both Time and Place 
were limited, they cenſured for 
Routs and Riots, and unlawful 

Aſſemblies in the State, and in the 
Church for Conventicles. 

| So that itisnot lawful, no not 

for Prayer, for Hearing, for Con- 
ference, for any other Religious 
Office whatſoever, for people to 
aſſemble otherwiſe, than by Pab- 
lick Order is allowed. Neither 


Q_ may - 
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may we complain of this in Times 
of Incorruption, for why ſhould 
men defige to do that ſuſpiciouſly 
in private, which, warrantably 
may. be performed, in publick ? 
But in Times of manifeſt Corrup- 
tions and Perſecutions, wherein 
Religious Aflembling is dange- 
rous, private Meetings, howloe- 
ver betides publick Order, are not 
only lawtul, but they are of Ne- 
ceſſity andDuty;elle how ſhall we 
excule the Meetings of Chriſtians 
for publick Service, in time of 
danger and perſecutions, and of 
our {elves in Queen . arts days? 
and how will thole of the Roman 
Church amongſt us, put off the 
imputation of  Conventichag,,- 
who are known amongſt us pit- 
vately to aſſemble for Religious 
Exerciſe againſt all eftabliſhed gs- 


der, 
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der, both in State and Church 2 
For indeed all pious Aſſemblies in 
rimes of perſecution and corrupti- 
ONs hoes practiſed, are in- 
deed, or rather alone the lawful 
Congregations ; and publick A(- 
ſemblies, though according to 
form of Law, are indeed nothing 
elle but Riots and Conventicles, 
if they be ſtained with Corrupti- 
on, and Superſtition. 
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my to know the Chmch, 


Y ko the Church 
there are none, ex- 


True Profeſſion , 
which is the Form and Eflence of 
the Church tobe a Mark. And as 


_ there are none, {o is it not necefla- 


ry there ſhould be. For to what 

purpole ſhould they ſerve ? "Thar 
Frakes g0 {eek and find out ſome 
Company to mark. "This 1s:no 


Q) 4 way 


cept we will take —_ 
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way neceſlary.For glorious Things 

are in the Scriptures ſpoken of the 
Church: not that I ſhould run up 
and down the World to find the 
perſons of the Profeſſors ; bur thar 
I ſhould make my elf of it. "This 
I do by taking upon me the Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity , and ſub- 
mitting my ſelf to the Rules of 
| Belief, and Practice, delivered in 
the Goſpel , though beſides my 
ſelf, Iknew no other Profeſſor in 
the World. If this were not the 
Authors end in propoſal of the 


Title, its but a meer Vanity. 


To the Deſcription of 
the ( harch. 


The Church, as it imports a | 
viſible Company in Earth, is 
nothing 
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' nothing. elſe but the. Company. of 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, where- 
ſoever diſperſt in the Earth. | To 
define it thus by Monarchy, under 
one viſible Head, is of novelty 
crept up, ſince men began to 
cuange the ſpiritual Kingdom of 
Chrilt to ſecular Pride and Ty- 
ranny, and a thing never heard 
of, either in the Scriptures, or in 
the Writings of the Ancients,” Go- 
vernment, whether by one or'ma- 
ny, or howloeyer, if icbe one of 
the Churches contingent Artri- 
butes, itis all, certainly it is_ no | 
neceſlary' Property; much: lels 
comes it into the Definition and 
Eflence of it. I mean outward 
Government; for as for inward 
Government , by which Chriſt 
reigns in the Hearts 'of his Elect, 
and vindicates them from ſpiritual 
| | | Enemies, 


© 


2. Y Miſcellanies. 
Baemies, I have no occaſion to 
ſpeak, neither ſee 1 any reference 
to it in all your Authors Animad- 
verſions. | 


How Chriſt s the Head of 
_ the Church. 


"EI the Worlds beginning , 
till the laſt hour of it, the Church 
is eſſentially one and the (; ame, 
howſoever perchance in Garment, 
and outward Ceremony, it admits 
of Difference. And as it was from 
the beginning of the World, ſo was 
-it Chriſtian, there being no other 
diflerence berwixt the Fathers be- 
fore Chriſt and us, but this, As we 
believe in Chriſt that is Come, ſo 
they believed in Chriſt that was to 
Come. Jeſus ( briſt yeſterday, and to 

Ter day 
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dy; and the ſame for ever. Re ference 
unto Chrilt is the very Eflence of 
the Church; and there neither is, 
nor ever 'was any Church but 
Chriſt's ; and therefore the Church 
amongſt the Jews 'was' properly 
and truly C hriſtian, quoad rem, as 
' weare. Now as this Church art all 
times is Chriſt's Body, ſos Chriſt 
the Head'of it. Forit is as impoſſi- 
ble for the Church, as for the Bo- 
dy to be without its Head ; it is 
not therefore as your Author 
dreams. C hrift came not to found 
2 New Church, or- to profeſs a 
Viſible Headſhip of it. Thar Re- 
lation to this Church, which we 
expreſs when we call him the 
Head of it, is one and the ſame! 
from the Beginning to all Ecerii: 
ty, neither receives it any altera- 
tion in this reſpe&, becauſe the 

Perſon 
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Perſon in whom this Relation. is 
founded, is ſometimes Viſible; 
ſometimes not. *Tis true indeed; 
the Head of the Church ſome. 
times became Viſible, bur this is 
bur contingent and by Concomi- 
tancy. For Chriſt the ſecond Per- 
{on jn the Trinity, becoming Man 
to Redeem this Church, and ma- 
nifeſt the way of Truth unto it; 
It ſo fell out that the Head of the 
Church became Viſible. Of this 
Viſibility he left no- Succeſſor, no 
Doctrine, no Uſe, as being a thing 
meerly accidental : I ask, Had the 
Church before Chriſt any Viſible 
Head ? if it had, then was nat 
Chriſt the firſt, as here our Teach- 
er tells us; If it had none, why 
then ſhould the Church more re- 
qua a Viſible Head, than it did 
rom the Beginning. To _—_ 
the 
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che /Truth'atonce. All theſe Que- 
ſtions concerning the Notes, the 
Valibility, the Government of the. 
Ghurch, if we look upon the Sub- 
ance and Nature of the Church, 
they are meerly Idle and Imperti- 
nent : If upon the End, why 
Learned Men do handle them, ir 
is nothing elſe but Faction. | 


Of Peter's Miniſterial 
 Headſhipofthe © 
Church, 


In your Authors Paragraphs 
concerning the vitible Encreaſe, 
or Succeſſion of the Church, there 
is no Difterence betwixt us. As 
| for the Proofs of Peters Miniſteri- 

al Headſhip, this firſt concerning 
his being the Rock of the Church, 
TER . that 
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that cannot prove it; For Peter 
-was the Rock then; when our Sa-- 
viour {pake, but then could he 
not be —_ vilible Head , for 
_ Chriſt himſelf chen..was living, 
and by :qur. Teachers Doctrine, 
ſupplied that room himſelf Pe- 

ter therefore, howlſoever, or in 
Ks {ence ſever he were: the 
Rock, yet could he not be the 
viſible Head, except we will 
grant che Church to.have had two 
viſible Heads at once. 

Secondly,. The Keys of Hea- 
ven committed to ” hay and 
Command to feed his Sheep, im- 
"na no:mose; than that common 

uty, laid upon all the Difciples, 
To teach all Nations , for this 
in. ſeveral refpects, is expreft 
ſeveral wi Teaching 5 

T4 hgnifies the. OPerung « 


os 
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way to' life, ſo is it called by the 
name of Keys ; but as it fignifies-- 
the Strengthning of the Soul of 
Man by the Word, which is the 
Souls Girirual Food, lo ts-it cal- 
led Feedng. "Thus muchis ſeen 
by the. Defenders of the Church 
of Rome, and therefore they fly 
for refuge to a Circumſtance : 
It is obſerved, that: our Saviour 
delivered this Doctrine: to Peter 
alone ( as indeed fometimes hie 
did ) in this it is ſuppoſed that 
ſome great Myſtery refts :: For 
why fhould our Saviour thus 
ſingle our Peter, and commend 
a common Duty to him, if there 
were not fomething' extraordina- 
ry init, which concerned Him: a- 
bove the reſt ? This they i et 
2 Preenainence that Peter bad in 
his Buſinels of Teaching, _ 

| ey 
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chey lay is a Primacy and Head-- 
ſhip ; inforcing thus much, that. 
all the reſt were co depend from 
Him, and from Him receive what 
they were to preach. For An- 
{wer, Grant me there were {ome 
grear' Myſtery in it, yet whence 
1s/it proved, that this is that My-- 
ftery ? Forif our Saviour did not 
manifeſt ir, then might there be 
a:thouſand Cauſes, which Mans 
Conje&ure may eafily miſs: Ir 
| is great boldneſs, out of Cauſes: 
concealed, to pick {o great Con- 
ſequences and to found Matters. 
of 'o great. weight upon meer 
Conjectures. | 
- Thirdly, The Prayer for Con- 
firmation of. Peters Fairh, whence 
it. came, the Courle of the Story. 
fer down in the Text doth ſhew, 
It was our Saviours Previſion of 
79 Peters 
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Peters danger to. relapſe, which 
danger he Pad certainly run into, 
had not our Saviour extraordinari- 
ly prayed for confirmation of his 
Faith. And the Precept of con- 
firming his Brethren, is but that 
charitable Office, which is exacted 
at every Chriſtians hand, that 
when himſelf had eſcaped fo 
great a Wrack, to be careful in 
warning and reclaiming others, 
whom common frailty drives into 
the like Diſtreſs. 

Thele Circumſtances, that Pe- 
ter is firſt named amongſt the Di- 
 ſciples # that he made the firſt 
Sermon, and the like, are too- 
weak: Grounds to build the Sove- 
raignty over the World upon ; 
and that he ſpake Ananias and 
Sapphira dead, -- argues ſpiritual 
Power, but not temporal. But 
LOTT. R that 
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that Feter called the farlt Council 
in the As, ta Circumftance 
beyond the Text; for concerning 
the calling of the Council there is 


no word, all that is fajd is bur rhis, 


that the Diſciples and Elders met, no 
_ Syllable of 'Peters calling them ro- 
gether. 

TT hat Peter was 25. Nears Bi- 


ſhop of Rome, isnot to be proved 


out of Antiquity, before St. Hie- 


ron, Who {ſhuffled wtinto Euſebius/ 


Chronicle, there being no. ſuch 
thing extant in his Story. Yea 


that he was Biſhopart all ( as now - 


the n:me of Bilhop is taken ) may 
| be very queſtionable : For the 
Ancients that reckon. up. the Bi- 
ſhops of Rome wixil their rimes, 


As t uſebus, and: before hina' Ter- 


tullan, and: before chem: both: | he- 
W5, ACVEL ACCOUNT: Peter 2s: Bia 
{hop 
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ſhop of that See: And Epiphanins' 
tells us, that Peter and Paul were 
both Biſhops of Rome at once; 
by. which it is plain he took the 
Tile of Biſhop in artother ſence 
than now it is uſed :- For now, 
and (o for a long time upward, 
two Piſhops can no more poſleſs 
one See, than two Hedge-Spar- : 
rows dwell. in one Buſh. - Se. Fe- 


ters time was a little too early for... 


Biſhops to riſe. 
«Anſwer ro the Biſhop 


of Romes Practice 
of SHpremacy. 


To the firſt, That fo many of 
the Biſhops of Rome were Mar- 
tyrs, what makes that to the pur- 
pole ? Is Martyrdom an Ar- 


K-2 goument 
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' gument of the - Supremacy ? 
To the ſecond, That Yiftor 


indeavoured to excommunicate 


che Aſratick Biſhops, is true ; but 


withall it is as true, that he was 
withſtood for his Labour : For 


the Biſhops of Aſia themſelves 


did ſharply reproye him, @Mmm«d- 
TEC0V 10eIXT1O MENGY, the Words of Eu- 
ſebius ; and Jreneus wrote againſt 
him fort. | 
To the third, That the firſt 
four Councils were called by the 
Popes, is an open Falſhood, for 
in the two firſt, the Biſhops of 
Rome are not {ſo much as mention- 
ed, ſave only as perſons cited, In 
the two laſt they are mentioned 
only as Petitioners to the Empe- 
rour. There are extant the Stories 


of Euſebius, Socrates, Ruffinus, The- 


odoret, Sozomenus , the  &s of the 
Councils 


- 
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Councils themſelves, at leaſt ſome of 
them, the Writings and Epiſtles o 
Leo Biſhop of Rome. In all thele 
there is not one word of the Pope :... 
farther thana Supplicant, andthe 
whole calling of the Biſhops toge- 
ther is attributed to the Emperour. 
Take for Example but the laſt of 
them. Leo, Biſhop of Rome, was 
deſirous that ſome things done in 
a meeting of Divines at Epheſus, 
ſhould be diſannulled ; for this 


he becomes a Suitor to Theodoſtus / 


the junior , to have a Generall © 


Council, but could never procure 
it of him. After his death he con- 
tinues his {uit to Marcianus Succe(- 
ſor to T heodoſius, who granted his 
requeſt ; But whereas Leo had re- 
queſted the Council might be held 
in taly, the Emperor would not 
hear him ; nay which is more, the 
Pope upon good reaſon, had be- 

a ſoughc 
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ſoug ht the Emperor to. put off the 
day delign'd for the holding of the 
Council,but the Emperor would 
not hear him. So that. Leo could do 
nothing,neither for the calling the 
Council, nor for the Place,nor for 
the Time. And all this appears by 
Leo's own Epiltles. It the Popes 


could do {o little well near 500 © 


years after Chriſt, how little could 
they do before, when their horns 
were not yet {o long. 
The Plea of the Proteſtants con- 
ceraing the Corruption of the 
Church of Rome, which by them is 
confeſled ſometimes to have been 
pure, 15 no more prejudicial to 
Chriſts Promiſe to his Church,that 
theGates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
| ber than the known corruption of 
the Churches in Aſia in St. Johns 
time , or of other Churches after. 
The Cloſe of all is a Demonftra- 


tion. 
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tion. A Word unfortunately ufed 
by your Author,to bewray his Lo- 
onck : For indeeda Reaſon drawn 
from fo poor and empry atign, 
fallsmany bows. wide'of demon- 
ſtrative Proof. Firkt, it is falſe chat 
all the reft' of Fatriarchal Sees are 
extin&t, The See of Conftantmople 
yer ſtands,and ſhews herSucceſſion 
of Bifhops from St. / ndrew till this 
day,as well as the Church of Rome 
can from St.Peter : The See of 4- 
lexandria yet fub{ifts, and the Bifhop 
of that place calls him, em hs -_ 


_ 013 ptons, Jadge of the World, (as 


my felf haveſeen_ in ſome of his 
Letters) a Title to which he hath as 
ood Right ,as the Fifhop of Kome 
nth ro be the Worlds Sovereign. It 
any reply they are poor,in mitery, 
hae in hrey nt affliction: has 
can make no difference, ſince with. 
Chriſt there is neither rich _. 
: _ -. 


= 


their caſe now's as good as. was 
the Biſhops of Rome,under the Eth- 


aick Emperors; for their Lot then 
was no: other than thoſe Biſhops is 


now. But grant that. it had laſted 
longeſt,what then ? ſome of them 
uſt needs. have conliſted longer 
than the other, except we 
would ſuppoſe that they ſhould 
have fallen all together. Peradven- 
ture the reaſon of her ſo long laſt- 
ing is no other, but that which the 
Cyclops g1Ves Ulyſſes in Homer ,>Y yoo 
wh 87w, Ulyſles ſhould be eaten laſt 
of all. However it be, this Vaunt 
ſeems bur like that of the wicked 
Servant in the Goſpel, tardat Domi- 
nus Vvenire, and we doubt not but a 
day of the Lord ſhall overtake him 
who now eatsand drinks,and revels 
with the World,and beats his fel- 
low Servants. _ . 
F INHTS. 


_—_ Miſcellanies. 
bur a new Creature; And again, 
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